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T H E Publiſhing of theſePapers at this Time nec di no © 


logy : Since the Non-Conforming Miniſters 
are, both from Preſs and 172 throughout the Land, fo bit- 
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1 terly cenſur d and revil d, as Uſurpers upon the Prieſt- 


hood; (at fome effef to call the Chriſtian-Miniſtry) and 
ſuch as incur the Guilt, and deſerve 'the Fate of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram: And challeng'd from Time to 


Time to ſhew their Commiſſion, and prove their Aut hori- 
ty for what they do, Particularly by Mr. Cantrell, a 
Viear in Derby; who has lately made an Eſſay (which 


the Reader, who bas not ſeen bis Book, will have a Faw -- 


of in what follows) to prove them no Mmiſters. 


I T ſhall take no other Notice of the Arrogance and In- 
ſolence, that ſo plentifully flows throuzh the whole of bis 


Performance, than to ſay, that I need not do it; for. 


5 Meble, it ſbould eſcape the Obſervation of rhe 
moſt — — LEP If Self-ſuffictency and Cntemptt 


of others were a Vertue, there are very few of our young- 
er Clergy, that have not attain'd it to Perfettion. If al- 
moſt any of them preach in a ſtrange Place, (eſpecially 
where there is a Diſſenting Congregation) let the Subject 
be what it will, its Odds, they ſhall hals in by Head 
end Shoulders the Controverſy about Orders, and take a 


Rum at the Diſſenting Teachers. FS, 


THIS Title they ſeem to give them in Contempt; 


| But for my Part I think, they ne:d not take it ſo: Fot 


Ft. Paul zells us, Eph. 4. 11. That Chriſt gave to his 


Church, ſome, Apoſtles; and ſome, Prophets; and 
ſome, Evangeliſts ; and ſome. Paſtors and Teachers. 
Now, if Mr. Cantrell and his Friends will not be con- 
tent with this laſt Title, which is what they are pleas d 
to beſtow upon the Difſenters, they will exclude themſelves 

2 = Co EI. from 


, c 
I * . 3 » 
— — EY he * « 7 
7 


-, 
» * 4 
dee 


7 G 2 - 
r bee 


Er 


3 
Iv 
IT + = 


Ee N 
A 


Nay: 3 ou * 1 
« * F a» % 
. 7% * * a 
* — — 2 
T 
* = q 


formity in 62; and we know of no ſort of Officers, the A. 
poftles inſtituted afterwards, but that of Deacons, _... 

. AND ff ibey happen, as ſometimes they do, to preach 
upon Charity, and recommend that excellent and hoa- 
wy Virtue, leaft their Hearers ſhould be ſo weak and 
un ee e as to think, that their Charity ſbould ex- 
tend to their Diſſenting Neighbours, they often take Care 
to put in a Caveat ; and give em to underſtand, that as 
for their Teachers, they are moſt bold Intruders upon 


the ſacred Funition, and preſume to do the Work of tbe 


Prieſthood, without being called or ſent of God, and ſo 
ſeduce and deſtroy the Souls of Men, And as for the 


People, that are their Followers and Suppor.ers, they 


are in a dawnable Schiſm, and Rebellion againſt the 
Church, and that there is therefore more Hope of the 


Salvation of Heathens and Infidels, and more charitable . 


Reſpect duc to them, than to Diſſenting Proteſtants, tho 


. profeſſing the ſame Doctrine with themſelves, and wor- 


ſhiping the ſame Gol by the ſame One and only Mediator, 
and leading a Chriſtian Life, and looking through the Me- 


rits of the ſame Saviour, for the bleſſed Hope of the Life 


ro come. | : 
NOW, Who can chuſe but ſee the Diabolical Ten- 


dency of ſuch Endeavours > Which aim direttiy at deſtroys | 


ing Peace and Charity among Chriſtians, and to ſtir 
them wp to hate, and hurt, and devour one another : 


Or prepare the Way for our common, inveterate, and bloo- 


dy Enemies, the Papiſts, who would moſt gladly deſtroy 


us all. And is this indeed to ſerve the genuine Deſign 
and Intereſt of Chriſtianity * And are Men of ſuch Prin- 
ciples and Practices to be accounted the only fit Men tw | 


bs the Miniſters of the Compaſſionate and Lowly Jeſus ; 


aud the Preachers of the Goſpel of Peace and Love? 


BESIDES the Miſcbief, that is hereby done a- 


mong Chriſtians, I wiſh they would ſeriouſly confider, 


how much theſe Praftices mav probably contribute to the 


_ Growth of Deiſm. For by that Time they have excluded 
from the Catholick Church, all thoſe in Great Britain 


and 


a. - 


from the Catalogue: of Officers here onnumerated by the 
''”. Mpoftle, as the Gift of Chriſt to bis Church : Fur Paſtor © 
is Title given only to the Biſhop, ſince the Ad of Uni- 
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the Divine Right, and 
and have not Epiſcopal Baptiſm, and all the Reformed 
Churches, that have not Dioceſan B:ſhops ; Chriſtendom 


will have little lefr to glory in evove the reſt of Mankind, 


ſave only in naming the Name of Jes vs ; Which 
brings but little Honour to the moſt Bleſſed Author of our 
Holy Religion, or Advantage to the Profeſſors of it, with« 


out departing from Iniquity, and keeping up a ſpiritual, 


devout and rational Worſhip of the Infinite Deity.in Chriſ- 


tian Churches, and Families, and leading 4 ſober and 


ohteous Life, in Cunformity to the Example, and in 
Obedience to the Laws of the Lord ſeſus. Theſe Things 
are certainly the Honour and Beauty of Chriſts Ring- 
dom in the World, and it's Strength too. For all Men 
muſt own, that Religion. or Faith, and Love towards 
God and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, is not à forced, but 
a voluntary Thing ; begotten in; Men, not by outward 
Compulſion, but the reaſoning and Perſwaſion of wiſe 


| bumane Teachers, and a pecially of the moſt wiſe and 
p 


powerful Teacher, the Spirit of God; who works by 
means ſuited-to the rational Nature, not by the Power 
the Sword, but of the Word, Millions of Hypocrites 
ave been made ſo by the One, but ſincere Chriſtians on- 
ly by the Other. And it's lamentable to think, how lit- 
tie of theſe Things, that are the Beauty and Glory of 
Chriſtianity, is to be found in the Romiſh Church; Ho- 
ribly overgrown with the pernicious Weeds of Doctrinal 
Error, more difficult to be believed by a Man, that puts 
himſelf under the Conduct of right Reaſon,than any of the 
Dreams of the Heathens : and with Superſtition and 
Idolatry in Worſbip, than which there can ſcarce beworſe. 


And. which is ſtill more forreign, if poſſible, from the 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, the inhumane Ciuelties, hey have 


exerciſed, and that as from a Principle of their Religion, 


| have been ſuch asto equal, yea exceed all, that we haus 


heard to have been practis d by any of the moſt barbarous 
Nations of the Earth. And as for the Greek and Eaſ- 
tern Churches, alas for them | miſerably waſted for the 
moſt part with the long Oppreſſion of the Mahometan (tha 
far ſbort of the Papal) Tyranny ; and as People, that 
know the World, tell us, (unk into a grievous State of 
Ignorance and Superſtition, * _ "EA 
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THIS is the ſad Caſe of the Papal Kingdom; 
or moſt degenerate Anti-chriſtian Roman Chwich, and of. 
rbe remoter Part of Chriſtendom ; norwithftanding they. 
have beon under Dioceſan Epiſcopacy for ſo many Handrad 
Tears: Whoſe great Numbers My. Cantrell and otbers 
draw out ar an Argument for the Divine Right of Dio- 
ceſan Epiſcopacy. If there were us more Pawer te hurt ue 
in their Numbers (that is, of Pepiſp Kingdoms and States) 
than in the Argument drawn from them, we ſhould wot much 
ear either the one or the other, The Reader may by this 
ee, how much the Chriſtian. Religion is behalden to theſe 
pretended Zealots and Advocates for it: Who by confining. 
the Catholick Church to their Epiſcopal Communion, 4 
exclude from it almoſt all that is valuable in it, that is, 
alnoſt all the reform'd Churches, And pray take natice, 
who are the Ring leaders into this horrible ſchiſmatical 
Notion : The famous nonjuring triumvirate Mr. Dodwell, fr 
Dr. Nicks, aud My. Leſley, the firft, famous for bis im- 
mortalizing Epiſcopal Baptiſm, or that, Baptiſm by an 
Epiſcopal Miniſter does confer immortality upon the Soul, 
7169 almoſt as ſublime a Doctrine, as Tranſubſtantiation, 
and if he could have made it reach to the Body too, be a: 
would, I believe have had à great many nave Thanks || (7 
for bis Pains, The ſecond famous for re viving the old n 
FPopiſh Nottens, exploded with Abborrence by the whole || ,, 
Clergy of the Church of England, for above threeſcore | 
Tears ate the Reformation, ſuch as the lawfulneſs and 
uſefulnes of praying for the Dead. And not only the Pi- f 
wine Inſtitution of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy as a ſuperior Or- P. 
der to Presbyters, but alſo the abſolute Neceſſity of Ord5. or 
nation by juch Biſhops, and uninterrupted Succeſſim of | wii 
rbem fromthe Apoſtles to the very being of the Church ga 
and Miniſtry: And that perſonal moral Qualifications, I on 
that is, that a Man be à true and holy Believer, are not 7 
neceſſary to make him capable of effetual Ordination, or 
of receiving Miniſterial Authority by the Chriſtian Char- 
rer and Conſtitution : But if à Man be never ſo well qua- 
tified for the Miniſtry, in all Reſpeits, and never ſo wil- | Ter 


I Y.qumL_d*% Hh Bw o% hs 


ing to devore himſelf to it, that yet he wants an Eſſemti- | zo; 


al requiſite, if he bave not. Epiſcopal Ordination, ani n 


Thats from one that Jueceeds, from the Apoſtles in an _ or 
—— 2 5 | of 


. 5. ” "Dany $ df | a 
4 rrupted Line of Succeſſon. And that Epiſcopal Ording- 
; 14 2. my an l CHaradter; 2 that be who 
| receives it, tho" be prove as wicked an Infidel as lives, 
w nevertheleſs as truely. an Autborix d Miniſter of Cbriſt, 
as am in the World, This laſt was devis d by the Fa- 
piſts, to tate off (as T ſuppoſe) an Objection that might je 
agairiſt the unimerrupred Succeſſion, becauſe it is o d ro 
have deſcended through the Hands of the Reman Pontiffs, 
| ſome of whom have been notoricus Infidsls, Sodomires, 
Sorcergrs, aud the vileſt of Mortals, Now, is not this 
rare Romiſh Rant? Aud that from a true Son'of-tbe\Ghurch 
of England too, as be profeſſes himſelf. Theſe: with ſome 
others like them, as @ ſacrificing Prieſt-hood, the abſo- 
lute neceſſ ty of prieſily Abſolution, to receive Forgiveneſs 
from God, ſeem to paſs with ſome of late, for current 
Proteſtant Dofrines, God deliver us from ſuch Doctrinet, 
and the Miſchievous tendency of em I: | 
| THE third alſo famous for his indefatigable 
Labours, to make a true Proteſtant of the Preten- 
der, for he is a Chriſtian good enough already, 
( whatevere ſome one elſe 77 becauſe he is preſu- 
med to have had Epiſcopal Baptiſm, and to work 
out at laſt the hopeful Union, between the Engliſh 
and the Galican Church. Now let the Diſciples 
of theſe Worthies, never hereafter for Shame re- 
proach any that diſſent from em as Phanaticks ;, 
or charge em with Enthuſiaſm, for who ever met 
with greater Enthuſiaſm, or more wild, extrava- 
gant, or grounaleſs Conceits brought into Relgi- 
4 on, than theſe of Hicks and Dodwel, in any 
Writings of the Quakers or Behmeniſts 2 But to 
come a little nearer the Matter in Hand, © - 
ONE while the great Cry againſt the Diſſe 
Ters, and by which they were to be brought over 
to the Communion of the eſtabliſb d Chureh only, 
/ and 7 that communion to be Frigbted From the 
rem | others 74 andConverſat ion, as fromt he Head 
E Schiſm. This I remember, was hotly boxed about 
| 4 Matter F twenty Tears ago. Then their way 


of Worſtip was found Fault with, upon the Pres 
© Cence. of. the Unlawfulneſs of all Prayers, at lea TS 


arly belong to their Office: And that ſuch Biſhops - 
are neceſſary to the 1 a Chriſtian Church. | 
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Perſons 16 the ſacred Miniſtry ; which we deny, 
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in the . publick Worjhip, 11 than by preſ. 
erib'd Forms. And to compleat t. e be- 
#ngSc hiſmatical Chriſtians, ar ſuch as make a Rent 
in the Church, and Chriſtians f an \Erroneous . 
way of Worſhip, they are at laſt made no Chriſ-. 
tians at all. And why fo? Why, becauſe their 
Teachers are no Miniſters. And hom ſo ? Why,. 
becauſe they are not ordain'd by Dioceſan Biſhops, 
having Presbyters under them as an inferior G7. 
And what then? Why, theſe Biſhops are ſaid to 
be f Divine Right or Inſtitution : And that the 
Ordination of Miniſters does properly and peculi- 


and that there can be no Church, no Miniſtry, no 
Ordinances, and conſequently no Chriſtians with- 
out them. And this is what has for four or five 
Tears loſtpaſt been the. ſpecial Chargs againſ? the 
Diſſenters ;, and truely 4. very heavy one. Now, 


% 


bis is here the Matter in Debate, 
WHAT follows, | eſpecially the Arguments 
from Scripture, and the Tudgment of the Refor- 


"med Churches, is delign'd as a Help for the unlear- a 


ned Readerto judge of the Fuſtice of this Charge, 
and of the Divine Right of Dioceſan Biſhops, we 
ſuperior Order to Presbyters, and as having by A. 
poſtolical Inſtitution, the ſole Power of Ordaining 
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(few litteral Faults have eſcap'd, which the Reader is deſired 
NICE Mo en, 
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, A Vindication of Presbyte- 
's . 3" Jo: 83 8 | # p 
( | Tian Ordination, from Serip- 
rder. nl * 7 ; p 
e 
t the | n 
, Ssdg b sus Cluil, the Sieur and Head 
ſhops 1 4 25 the Church, has promis d, that it ſhall 
urc h, ] continue to the End of the World, and 
„ no „ that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail a- 
with- RIES gainſt it; And has made his Word good 
fue |, foralmoſt ſeventeen hundred Years; notwithſtanding 
i the a World of molt zealous and powerful Oppoſition and 
Now || Fndeavours to extirpate it, from both Fews and Pa- 
ya, pans, Apoſtates and falle-hearted Pretenders to Chriſt's | 


I | moſt holy Religion. And we have no Reaſon to doubt 
ments of his Power and Faithfulneſs to preſerve it ſtill, . 
fer: - AND to this End, our Lord was pleas'd to inftitute 
uear- | Goſpel-Miniſtry, and provide an Order of Men to 
arge, || be pu ia Truſt with the Goſpel; as the Apoſtle ſays, 
as K J. Theſ. 2. 4. But as we were allow'd of Cod to be put 
ry Az. in Truſt with the Goſpe L Or baue it committed to then, 
I 2 ths >. Tim, 2. 2. Aud the Things, that thou haft heard 
f nie among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to 
faithful Men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo; Thaę 
theſe Men being thus entruſted, and commiſſioned, 
might be by Office authorized and obliged to attend 
upon, and carefully diſcharge the Miniſtry or Ser- 
ene vice, our Lord has preſcribed them. EE 
defixed THE Inſtitution of the Goſpel- Miniſtry, as of per- 


* 


1 10 5 1 2 
W | petual es 1 take to be eſpeciall founded 
11 on the Commiſhon,” Chrilt gave His 4 A little 
1 Leia his Aſcention, in theſe Words, All Prwer ir 
i given to me in Heaven. and Earth + Go ye therefore, and. 
„ teach all Nations, baptiuing tbem in the Name of the 
Farber, of the Son, and of the Holy  Ghiſt, reaching 
them and b I am with, &c, Matt. 28. 18, , 
19, 20. 

AND, Feen that the Miniſters of Chriſt 1 Church 
f were not to continue by Reaſon of Death, no more 
| than the Prieſts under the Law; it was theretore ne- 
ql ceſſary there ſhould be a Succeſſion of them through all 
| Ages. And therefore the Apoſtl&s” muſt / with their 
15 Commiſſion have received a Power to ordain, and ſet 


| apart others, and they again others to carry on that 
1 ordinary Work of the facred Miniſtry, which was, 
f by our Lord's, and his Apoſtles Inſtitution. to contÞ 
if nus irtthe Clarch to the End of the World, | 
ACCORDING to this Power, we find their Practics 
to have been. For when they had in theſeveral Gties 
and Towns, where they preached, converted any 
1 Number to the Chriſtian Faith, they gathered them 
5 into B Societies, or Churches; and ordain'd; 
or ſolemnly ſet a part ſome among themſelves, mv ſt 
6rdinarily to be their Elders, or Biſhops ; and taught, 
nd enjoyned them as from Chriſt, the Work belong 
to their Officez and commanded the Brethren — | 
10 the Chriſtian People were then commonly called) 
to obey, and ſubmit themſelves to them, as their ap- 
pointed Teachers, Guides, and Rulers in the Lord. 
And theſe they gave a Power to confer upon others, 
the ſame Office, they themſelves had receivd-· 
1 IT is agreed, that the Power of ordaining or com- 
[ miſſioning qualified Perſons to the ſacred Office, does 


belong to the Biſhops or Overſeers and Paſtors of the 
Church. And here I ſhall, as I have undertaken go 
on to prove, 
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THAT Biſhop (which fgnifiesan Overſeer) and 
"5.4 Presbyter { which ſigniſies an Elder) are ne 
and the ſame Order; and that their Oſice, 
Power and Wort is the ſame by Apoſtolical Inf 
ticut ian: And therefore, Ordination perfurm d 
Ey Preſbyters egen, 4 775 Care /# Souls 
(who are truely and in a Goſpel. ſenſe Biſhops ) 
I. as Divinely valid, as by Biſhops of a Dioce- 
_ ſan Form. | L 1 
For the Proof of this, I ſhall conſider firſt the Argu- 
ments for it, that are obvious and clear in the Scriptures. 
St. Paul in his Inſtructions to Titus, 1. Ch. 5. 7. 
Thus delivers himſelf, For this Cauſe left I thee in 
Crete, that thou ſbouldeſt ſet in order the Things, that 
are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, as I had 
appointed thee ; for a Biſbop muſi be blameles, as the 
Steward of Gad. And now, can any Thing be more plain 
than that the ſame lan, who was to bear the ſame 
Office in the Church, is in the 5th Verſe called an 
Alder, and in the 7th Verſe a Biſbop? And this the 
-| cauſal Particle [for] evidently makes out; or elſe 
there had been no proper Reaſoning in the Apoſtles 
Words. Firſt. He tells him of ordaining Elders, and 
then goes on to direct him in the Matter, by ſetting 
down the Qualifications of a Biſhop. Now, if he did 
not under theſe two a Offer Biſhop and Presbyter 


—— | deſign the ſame ſort of Of 


ir a Io, of Inſtructing would this have been; and very 
Lord diſagreeable to that Learned and moſt accurate Apol- 
N tle? If he would have Titus underſtand the Order and ; 
FD Office of the Presbyter and Biſhop to be diſtinct, how 
| came he, when he ſet down the Qualifications of one of 


er, what a wideand loofe 


r COM. 


| Joes them, to negled to diſcribe the other, which he nei- 
-of the ther does here, nor any where elſe? And is not that 
ken go i 4 ſtrange, when in another Place he goes on to del- 

cribe the inferior Order of Deacons, after he had ſet down 4 


the Qualifications of a Biſhop ? As in 1. Tiw, * | 
3. And without any other Anſwer to i-, I will 
5 leave any one now to judge, how much the Force 
AT of this Agument is abated by Mr, Cannell's telling 
; a3 


. 
” 
* - 
Fg 


that the ſame Word may expreſs two Things, or beat 
two Senſes; as Imperator among the Romans ſignified 
both the Emperor and the General; and Dux ſigmifies 
both a Duke and a Captain; which, as far as I am a- 
ble to diſcern, does not at all affect the Matter in 
0 plain to the ſame Purpoſe is that Paſ- 
Gage in the ts of the Apoſtles, Ch. 20. 17. 28. v. 
And from Miletus, be ſent to Epheſus, and called 1be 
Elders of the Churcb, And he gives them this Ethorta- 
tion, Take heed to your ſeives and to all the Flock, over 
the which the Holy-Ghoſft has made yon Overſeers, i. e. 
Biſbops: to feed rhe Church of God. And here we may 
note two Things. 1/7.” That the very ſame Officers in 
the Church, that are in the 17h Verſe called Ellers, 
are in the 2870 v. called Cverſeers or Biſbops. And 
edly; that the Apoſtle gives the whole epiſcopal Pow- 
er to theſe Presbyters. He commands them ,t“. 
here tranſlated to feed; which ſignifies to do 
the Work of a Paſtor, whereof to feed is one Part 

4 d nd to rule another. And this ſame Word, here tranſ: 
Fi. Jated to feed, is elſe where rendred to rule, as, Rev. 
WW. 2. 27. Y mf ets. And be ſball rul them. So 
| WE that here is overſeeing, Feeding, and Ruling (the 
Principal Work of the Paſtoral Office) committed to 


41 the Presbyters by the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles; 
It and that, at a Time, when he was taking his laſt 
$1 leave of them, and never thought to ſee their Faces 
1] any more; and therefore, as may well be ſuppoſed, 
14 would order and ſettle the Affairs of the Church a- 
"th mong them, after the beſt manner, and as he would 
114 Have them continued after his Deceaſe; as in the 257 
Wit. Verſe, Aud now behold I know, that ye all, among 
14 whom I have gone preaching the Kingdom of God, ſball 
ee my Face no more. As for it's being ſaid by our Ad- 
oy verſaries in this Controverſy, that theſe Elders were 
1 the Biſhops of Aſa (which does not at all affect the 
16 3 of our Argument) it ſhall be conſidered here- 
| — 55 3 
6 AGAIN, we argue ſurther from the 1 ff — 
Hl 
| * 


* 7 Ya 
COT 


of Brier 510 Ch, Tf, and 2d Verſes, The Elders, which ard 


Eneong you, I exbort, who am alſo an Elder, and a Mit. 
neſs of tbe Sufferings of Chriſt —— Feed ye the Flock 
of God, that is. among you, taking the Overjight thereof, 
ind here take Notice. 1/7. That the Elders or Pres- 
yters are to feed the Flock, and to exerciſe the Office 
of Biſhops; for ſo the Word *aonivng, ſigni- 


Fes, here rendred taking the Overſight. And if it 


belong to the Elders ne,, that is, to exerciſe 
the Office, and do the Work of Biſhops, (as trom 
this Paſſage alſo it appears to do,) then it belongs to 
them to govern the Church, and ordain others to the 
ſacred Office; 1or theſe are by all confeſſed to belong 


o a Biſhop. And here note, 2d/y. That the Apoſtle 


Peter here calls himſelf an Elder or P:esbyter ; and fo 


does the Apoſtle Fob, at the Beginning ot his 2d and 
24 Epiſtles, So that if indeed Bithops and Presbyters 
were diſtinct Orders, the Presby ters would have the 
better laim to the Superiority,and to be the Apoſtles 
Succeſſors: For the Apoſtles, it is evident, called 
themſelves Presbyters, but never, asI remember, are 
they called Biſhops throughout the New-Teftament. 
From all which it appears as clear as the Light at 
Noon-day, that the ſame Perſons are often called buth 
Biſhops, and Presbyters ; and that very near toge- 
ther; and the ſame Qualifications to their Office re- 
> in the one, as the other. No Character, Qua- 
iffcation, or Deſcription of a Biſhop is ſet down diſ- 
tin& from that of a Presbyter : And the ſame Work 


ftill all along appointed and enjoyn'd them; that is to, 


feed the Flock of God, and rule it well, as they that 
haye the Overſight of it, and over which the Holy- 
Ghoſt makes them Overſeers. And therefore ſure] 

their Office is one and the ſame. Nor does the Apoſtle 
deſcribe or characterize any other Offices in the Church, 


but of Biſhops and Deacons. So that if a Biſhop ans 


aPresbyter be diſtin& Orders, he has neglected to 
deſcribe one of them; nor have we. any plain Hints 
in all the New-Teſtament, whereby to underſtand 
the Difference ; which 1s conſiderable to them, — 
n N | | * hol 
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hold; the Perfection and Sufficiency of the Scripturet, 
to be a Rule to the (Church, to a 0 ot the Work 
as Proteſtants profeſs to, do. 
AND when the Apoſtle dedicates his Epiſtle 10 
the Philippians, it is, to all the Saints in Chriſt Jefug, 
who are at Philippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons, I 
3s not at all likely, he would have omitted the Pres 
byters here, had he not taken the Biſhops for them; 
ince he remembers to ſalute the inferior Order, f. e 
the Deacons. But thismanner of Salutation does well 
agree with thoſe other Places, wherein he makes Bi- 


& 

= 

* 
£4 


10 and Presbyters of one Order, and the ſame Per: 


AND it is remarkable, that ſome of the zealous 
Aſſertors of Epiſcopacy, as a ſuperior Order to Pres- 
byters, have been ſo urged with Scripture Arguments, 
for the Equality. and Identity of Bithop and Presby- 
ter, that the learned Dr. Hammond owns, that in 
cripture-Times, 4 Biſhop was only the Paſtor of one 
ingle Congregation, having no Presbyters ſubject to 
him, as of an inferior Order; and that, when Presby- 
ters are mentioned in the Apoſtle Paul's Writings, he 
means Biſhops. And after ſuch, a fair Conceſſion one 
would be ready to think, that the Cauſe of Dioceſan 
2 as of Divine Inſtitution, were given up. 
But he has found out another Way of defending it; 
and that is by telling us, that the Biſhops had a Pow- 
er from the Apoſtles to inſtitute another Order of Pres 
byters under them afterward. And cne would expect, 
that ſuch an Aſſertion, of ſo great Moment as this, 
ſhould be back d with very clear and convincing Proof 
of it: But they that are of another Mind from the 


Dr. complain, that this is wanting. And againſt this 


'alſo theſe Things may be offered, to diſprove it. 


_- Fir, T HAT Paul gave Timothy and Titus ſuffici- 


gent Inſtructions what Officers toordain in the Church; 


1 


but Paul gave no Inſtrudt ions or Canon for the Inſti- 


tuting any new Order between Elders, (which it's 
ond were Biſhops then) and Deacons : And there- 


4: % 


> 


COR m0 Ho ih Pt, regnen 


tr ira not eredible, that any ſachPower was then giver 
to, other Eiſhops, that he gave pot to Timothy and 
tnt, And Secondly, when Faul ſent to Epbeſur and 
alled the Elders of the Church, and took his laft 
caye of them, (as he thought and intended at leaft) 
e gave the Charge of Chriſt's Flock to thoſe Presby- 
ers; (for that is the Word in the Greek, which El- 
4. is the Engliſh of ;) and he there calls them Over: 
ſcers, or Biſhops, as was before noted. Nor is there 
here the leaſt Mention made, or regard expreſs d to 
any :Biſhop, as ſupe1ior to theſe Presbyters; or to 
any one or more among themſelves, as above the 
xeſt, And tis very obſervable, that the Apoſtles thus 
oxdering and ſettling the State of the Church of Epbe- 
ſus was at a Time, when he expected to ſee their Fa- 
des no more. And to ſay, that he did for all that 
de them again afterwards, (which they that aſſert 
have uct been able to prove) is nothing to the purpoſe z 
unleſs th. Will alſo be ſo bold as to ſay, that the 
Apoſtle was not at that Time directed by the infalli- 
ble guiilance,of-the Spirit; or that he was not fo well 
able to order. the State of the Church then, when he 
aſſembled the Presbyters, and gave them this Charge, 
as àattei wards. And as for their telling us, that by 
Elders, bere is meant all the Biſhops of Aſia, they 


muſt Own with Dr. Hammond, that Biſhop and Pies- I. 
byter were Names given to the ſame Perſons then, 


aud that the Office was the ſame : But this Aſſertion 
wants good Pioof; nor can it be prov'd but from the 
Relation itſeif of this Paſſage, that Luke, who wrote 


the Hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, here gives us; 


unleſs there be any credible Biſtory, that reaches fo 


F far, which I ſuppoſe is not pretended. And by 


that Relation it ſhould ſeem from ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances to be the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, 


rather than all the Aſian Biſhops, that the Apoſtle ſent 


for. 1ft. Becauſe it does not appear, that the other 


Aan Churches, viz. Smyrna, Tergamos, and the reſt 


were then planted; for it was a great many Years 
after this, when John wrote his * and 
; ' _Chiiſt's 


Pen 
it's. Meſſage therein to che. . gen 
d we have po Epiſtle written by 


* 


of them, but this Church of E bees; and we hay 


Wa not ſo far diſtant from one another, as ſome of the 
il Alen Churches were, 2dly. If theſe Churches had been 
10 planted and order d before then, yet it does not ſeem. 
conſiſtent with the Haſt, that Paul made to get te 
| Sede, to ſtay till the Biſhops or Elders of the! 


Churches could come to him at Miles, ſome of thoſe 
Cities being an hundred Miles off it or more. The 
Haft tie was in, is mentioned in the 166 v. of the 
20:b Cb. of the Addi. zah. The Elders here mentions 
ed, are called the Elders of the Church, which makes 
it much more likely, that it was the Church of Epbes 
ſus, which was laſt mentioned; for in Scripture-phraſe,. 
we never find the Churches of a whole Country called 
the Church in the ſingular Number, but the Churches; 
as the Churches of Judea, and of Galaria, and the like, 
It is only the whole univerſal Church, or the Church 
in ſome one City, that is called in the ſingular Num - 
ber, the Church; as, 1. Per. 5. 13. The Church that 
#75 inBabylon ſalutes you. 2. Theſ. 1. x. Paul 2nd Silva: 
nus and Timotheus to the Church of "tbe Theſſalonians: 
I ſee noth ing in this Relation to favour their Senſe: 
who would have theſe Elders to be all the Biſhops b 
Aſia, but this; that the Apoſtle ſpeaks to them, as i 


And now behcld that ye all, among whom I have gone 
preaching the Kingdom "of God: And 36th v. And wheh 
be had thus ſpoken, be kneeled down, and prayed with 
zbem all, To this I ſay, that it is very ptchable that 


great Number of Chriſtians; and this T gather from 
their having enjoyed this famons'Apoſtle's Miniſtry; 
for ſo conſiderable a Time; as in the 31/f. v. Therefore 
watch, and remember, that by the Space of thret Tears 
So that it is not unlikely, there might be Chriſtians 


enough in that Church to need the Care of ſeve HEE 


* | 


St. Paul to any 


there were ſome Number of them; as in the 257 J. 


the Church of Epheſus was large, or did conſiſt of 4 


Tceaſed not to warn every one Night and Day with Tears. 


* — K * * 77 Q e 4 
W o 
N. SAS * 2 * k e EY 9 => 
1 Ex 5 „ * 
F 8 6 4 F * 1 


. 23 9 8 R 5 WY | 8 — 
1 N N £ TO 5 y TE 7 8 2. ö *% Ly 1 | 7 12 9 


fs among them: For, the Church of hieb had E. 


- weral Prophets and Teachers at once; four or five 


(as appears by the Inſcription of the Epiſtle thither J 
you muſt be two at leaſt; and more for ought. we 


anew 


he 


theſe Names of Biſhop and Presbyter, ſometimes the 
ene, and ſometimes the other: And the' a Biſhop 
was then but the Paſtor of one ſingle Congregation, - 
Without any ſubject Presbyters ; yea, ſo far from that, 
that it is evident, that one ſach ſingle Congregation 
had more Biſhops than 70 belonging to it; yet * 
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Way of ordering Chutehes; gave a Power to the Bi- 


ſhops, that they made, to mſtitute a new-Order of 
Presbyters, to be ſubject to Biſhops afterwards; tho? 
wwe Have no Account of ſuch Power given to Timorby, 
8 Titts,, who, it's certain; Hud a Power to ordain Bi- 
hops, and who are ſaid by ſome, to have been Dio- 
A Wnt „ but againſt Reaſon; ſor it's moſt plain, 
that they did the Work of Evangeliſts, nd there“ 


tore, were Evangeliſts': Atd''77worby particalarhy is 


commanded to do the Werk of an Evangeliſt, 2 Epb; 


4, F. but neither of them atiy where called Biſhops, or 


bay (43S ür . . OF 
commanded iy expreſs Teriis to do theWorkof Biſhops. 


And fivce it is ſo plain, that they were Evangelitts; 
who very often attended Fun in his Travels, a 
were {ent hither and thither- by him, for the Service 
of the Church, as he ſaw Occaſion required, it is à 
Cegradivg of them, to make*em any fort of Biſhops: 
Since it 18;T think owned by all learned Men, that Evan- 
geliſts were ſuperior to Biſhops, while there were ſuch 
Officers in the Church ; which are judged to have 
ceas'd With the other Extraordinary Officers, "viz, A+ 
poſtles and Prophets, Lut of this more afterwards. 
NOW, if Biſhop and Presbyter was the ſame in 
the Apoſtles Times, (as does àbundantly appear, B 


think trom what has been ſaid, and as ſome of the 
Maintainers of . acknowledge) 


then it muſt needs follow, that, if it belong d to the 
Office of a Biſhop to govern the Church, and ordain 
cthers to the ſame Office, it belongs alſo to Presby- 
teis to do the ſame. And therefore we are well 
latisfyed, that Presbyters, (that is Scripture Biſhops) 


who. have the paſtoral Charge of a Number of Souls; 


that have voluntarily committed themſelves to their 
Miniſterial Overſight, and Conduct in the Lord, have 
Authority from the chief Shepherd Chriſt Jeſus, to 
eommiſſion . other qualifyed Perſons to the Office and 
Work of a Biſhop, or Overſeer in the CLurchof God; 
and that they, who are thus eommiſſioned have 


5s Chriſt's Commiſſion, and are his Miniſters, and _ 


ifs Apoſiles, as if thoy ſites this S 
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ing, Audminiſtring the Sacraments, Rulingthe Church, 


| Hd, chatis, are what Chriſt by: his oom:Commiſſion, 


and by his inſpired Apoſtles did inſtitute, and there- 
fore ues approve, and will own, and what his Mi- 
niſters and his People may therefore acquieſce in, with 
great Satisfaction and Comfort. And us for this new 
Notion, whereby ſome endeavour to defend Dioce- 
fan Epiſcopacy, as of Divine Right, viz. That the 
Apoſtles gave the Biſhops:of their Time, a Power to 
ordain a new Order of Presbyters, interior to Bilhops 
afterwards as it is a Power, that they themſelves 


never thought fit to exerciſe, and that has no:Foot- 


ing or Foundation in Scripture, fo it muſt flee to 
Antiquity for it's Support. but betore we proceed to 
that, I muſt tell you, that ſome Maintainers of Dia- 
celan Epiſcopacy tell us, that Timothy and Tirus were 
ſuch Bithops, and were made ſo by the Apoſtle : And 
the main Argument; whereby this is prov'd, is, that 
they had a Commiſſion from the Apoitle to ordain El- 
ders; the one in Epheſus, the other in Creee. But, 
pray, what Proof can this be to them, that aſſert 
the ſame Thing of Presbyters; and prove, that Pref- 
byters did exerciſe that Power bath in the Apoſtles 


Time, and ſince? Timorby himſelf receiv'd his Office 


by the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery : And 


Whether the Apoſtle joined with the Presbytery in 


Ordaining Timothy, or not (for that is not certain, ) tho? 
it he laid by the Apoſtle, that the Gift of God in him 
was by the putting on of his Hands, 2 Tim. '1; 6. For 
theſe Words may mean of the Apoſtle's laying bis 
Hands apor? Timotly, that he might receive the Holy- 
Ghoſt; for it was uſual then, for Converts to 
receive the Holy-Ghoſt for ſome wonderful Gitts, by 


| "the Hay ing on of the Apoſtles: Hands: And it is nat to 


be qoubted, but ſo did Tzworby long before his Ordi- 
nation to the Miniſtry ; and who ſo likel to dö this, 
as Paul; by whom Timorby was converted Ane this 


- Senſe is lavoured by the following Veil, which ex- 


2 | p-cly 
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Verſe he 


of Love, and of u ſound Mind. 1. do not deny, that 

Paul had an Hand in Timothy's Ordination; but I do 
not ſee, that's a neceſſary Conſequence of this Text, 
nor any Thing near ſo plainly intended in it, as the 
other Senſe I have mention d.) Bat whether, (I ſay,) 
he was ordaurd by Paul or not, yet certain it is, that 
Presbyters did join in his Ordination, which they 
would not have done, nor the Apoſtle, if he were 
pPreſent, have ſuffer'd, if they had not a Power to 
ordain inherent to their Office, as Presbyters. Now 
that Presbyters did ordain is by this Inſtance beyond 
Contradiction. We ſay, they did it by a Power in- 
Herent to their Office: Our Adverſaries ſay, no, Well, 
how then? Why, they tell us, it was the Apoſtle 


Paul, that ordained Tixorby, and that the Presbyters 
—.— with him init , and fo they may ſtill join with 


Biſhops in the Act of ordaining ; as in the Dioceſan 
Churches, they are oft admitted todo Now,we demand, 
in what Right, or by what Power they do it; whe- 
ther as Presbyters or not: Yes, it is ond they do 
it as Miniſters ; or elſe private Chriſtians might join 

with the Paſtors in Ordaining :. Bur that they allow 
not, no more than we; and therefore there's a Diſ- 


tinction made betwixt what the Biſhop does in the 


Act of Ordaining, and what the Presbyter Coes ; and 
it's one, that has been hammer'd out on the Jeſuits 


Anvil : And that is, that the Biſhop does by impo— 


ſing Hands confer the Order, or Commiſſionate to the 
Office the Presbyters that join with him, do by 
impoſing their Hands, only ſignify their Concurrenge 
or Approbation of the Biſhop's Act in ordaining that 
Perſon. And the Diſtinction is grounded upon the 
differentPrepoſitions, Ns and went, BY and WITH: BY, 
which the Apoſtle uſeth, when he ſpeaks of the Lay- 
ing on of his own Hands, is pretended to denote Au- 
thority; WITH which 3s put before the laying on 


1 


/ ſpeaks of the Gift of God, which was in him, 
dy the putting on of his Hands; and in the 7th Verſe 
he ſays, that God bad given bim the Spirit of Power, 
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rioch, As 13. Ch. 1, 2, 3. v. Ne 


Hands of the Presbytery, to ſignifie meer In- 
firumenality.- Now, that this is a wrong Obſerva- 
tion, and therefore the Di ſtinction bottom d upon it 
groundleſs, and only devis d by the Papiſts to ſerve 
a Turn, does appear, in that theſe Prepoſitions are 
uſed promiſcuouſly in the New- Teſtament, as well 
as in other Greek Writings: And the Signification 


of them muſt be determin'd by the Subject matter; 
as for Inſtance, inthe 15:þ Chap. Act, 4b. 1 2th. Verle. 


In the 4 Verſe 'it is, They declar'd all Things,. that 

done WITH them : And in the 1 25h Verſe it is, 
They declared what . Signs and Wonders God bad done 
BT them. Now what is there more, than an Inſtru- 


mental Efficiency ſignified in both theſe Places? Beſides, 


I believe, it would be hard for our Adverſaries toſhew, 
in what Inſtances Impoſition of Hands had been us d 
to ſignifie only Content or Aprobation in confering 
an Order or Commiſſion to an Office. 
ADD to thjs, that we have an Account of Ordi- 
nation perform'd by Presbyters, where neither Apoſ- 
tle nor Biſhop joined init; As in the Church of an- 
v. Nom, there were in the 
Church that was at Antioch certain Prophets and Teachers, 
gs they 22 to the Lord and faſted, the Holy- 
Gboſt ſaid, ſeperate me Barnabas and Saul for tbe Work, 
whereto I have called them : Aud when they had faſted 
and prayed, and layed thetr Hands on them, they ſent 
them away. That theſe Teachers, that were here the 
Ordainers, were ordinary Presbyters, is, I think, 


* allow d by all : And we have no Account of the A- 


poſtles having given a Power of Ordination and Diſ- 


rg to Prophets more than to Presbyters, nor ſo 
much, of | | | 


I know, it is objected againſt this, that Barnabas 


and Sau! were Miniſters before this. Au. I 9 


that they were Miniſters of the univerſal Church, 


and that this Ordination was only to commiſſion them, 


to a particular Service in the Ghurch. Yet let ie. be 


obſerved, that here was a formal and ſolemn Ordina- 
tion; and Prophets and Teachers concern d in dif- 


penſing 
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ron tb 8 4 ii may be beß 
hav Prsctis d in forme Uhurehes brow ed u 
hs TRtaies, in fixing Miniſters to a paxtienlar Charge, 
yet I. never found; that the fecond Ordination has. 
en d by any; but ſuch, as had a Power and 
Authority o'diſpence'the firſt. In the Roem of this 
105 8 Ordination, is our Inſtitution and Induc- 
In th fring Perſons to 2 new Cure: And who ever 


Neckar t6 give Inſtitution and Indu&ion, but he 


hat gave the firſt Orders, that is, the Biſhop ? 80 


| Ni do 5 ke, that the Argument funden at all by 


1 NE "TY plain, that Predbyters did or- 


dain, and that, without" any Apoſtle or Bilhop, and 


therefore a Power inherent to their Office. And 
Here it may be noted, that we have a Gear Account 


in Scripture, of Presbyterian Ordination; but not 


any at all of Epiſcopal, under the Name of Biſhops. 
And if our Ad verfaries were able to ſay, as much on 
their Side of the Controverſy,” we doubt not, but they 


would haveexpetted'to make a good Advantage of it. 


YI. weed before, what Reaſon there is againſt ſup. 


polivg Temes and Tirns to be Biſhops at all, or of 


any Sort, either in their Senſe or ours; that is, be. 
cauſe they were Evargeliffs. If the Apoftle had com- 
manded either of them to do the Work of a Biſhop, 
dur. Adverfaries would have thought us very un- 
reaſonable, if we had denied them to have been 
Bens? for indeed who ſhoule' do the Nabi of © 
Fino. but he that is Biſhop? Therefore 
evident, that Timothy was an Evangeliſt , and 


= Pallages i in St. Paul's Epiſtles, we find, that 


Wnus as employed in the- GS Work, 28 Timorhy 
was; and therefore was the ſame ſort of Officer 3 in the 
Church And his being left by the Apoſtle In Gete, 
to Utter the Affairs of the Church, and oroam Eldefs 
Io OY CY does nothing forbid it. For we find, 

7 ulial for Tx or rut to be ſent or left 
ms hat Place, to do ſuch Service 


i 0 fe, in this or 
ſlere as che Apoſtle 550 the preſent State of the 


Church 
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that the 
and th 


and aRiſhop are not in their Nature well conſiſtent; fer 
poſtleſhip is an extraordinary Office, A th 

© the Inſtruttion and Government of. the whole. Church. 

© Epiſcopacy is an ordinary ſtanding Charge; 2 d 


1090 one Place. Now, be that hath ſuch, a, Hare 


Care, can hardly diſcharge ſuch a particular 

And he that ie ned e an Attendance, 
can hardly Jook well to ſo general aj Charge. A Diſ- 
paragement to the Apoſtolical Mmilſtcy, . for him 
*(tpeaking of Perer) to take upon him. the Buhoprick.of 
Nome. As if the King ſhould become Mayor of, Lan- 
den ; br 28 if the Biſhop of Loden ſhould became: Vicar 
of ' Paxciafs: The ſame Author had ſuid a. little, be» 
tore, That St. Peter's being Biſhop-of .Kome,wauld 
*confound the Offices, which God made, diſtinct; 
© fox Gad did appoint firſt Apoſtles, then Prophets, 
then Evangelifts, and then Paſtors. and Teachers. 


© Wherefore; St. Petery after he was an Apoſſle, could 


* not well become A Biſhop: It would be fuch an Is- 
regulatity, as if a Biſhop ſhould be made a Deacon ? 
Thus Dr. Barrow. 98 7— 05 N . writ Ain ore 2 
AN P It does farther appear, that Timaiy was 
not Biſhop of Epbeſrr'z becauſe, if he was ſo, at all, 
he was fo. when the Apaſtle wrote his firſt Epiſtle 
to him; for the Arguments are fetch d. chicfly from 
thence to prove, that he was ſo: Put he was not fo 
then; ſor that Epiſtle was written, Le ore. St. Faul 


ſent from Mil erus to Epheſus, to call the. Elders of the 


Church, to whom he committed the Overſight, and 
P-ſtoral Care af ihe Church, over which, he tells 
aſs, 268 | 1 them 
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E or any other.as ſuperior to the reſt, This 
tho! deny'd by ſome, 8 own'd by others, and thoſe; 


as Jearned ders of Epiſcopacy, as any beſides; 
As Biſhop Hall, Dr. Hammond, . wee ov ue ; 


A N D. as for Ti tus it is more likely, that hewas left 95 


for a while in Crete, to do the Work of an Evan- 
Iſt there, (as in other Places, whither the Apoſtle 
t him,) than as a fixed Biſhop, by the Arotles 


recalling him thence after a while: As in the End 


of his Epiſtle to Tims we find, he did; 3d Ch. I ach . 


In the Beginning of the Epiſtle he minds him; where- 


fore he left him in Crete; and adds ſome Inſtructions, 
| as to the Perſons, he ſhould ordain to the ſacred OE 
175 and as to 'the Doctrine, he would have him 
among them: Eſpecially becauſe there were 
e. unryl) and vain Talkers, and Deceivers, that 
bad ſet: up; to be Teachers among them; as: Chap. 
It. 10, 11. v. Titus had no Power of the Sw 

and therefore he was to endeavonr to ſtop their Mouths 
by preaching fuch ſound Doctrine as ſhould contra» 
dict, and confute their Errors, and by ſharp Rebukes 
and Church - Cenſures: As in the 13 v. And Chap. 
2. 1. v. And Chap. 3. 10. v. And ſets down many 


rticular Heads of rriſtian Doctrine, that he wou d 
ave him preach to them; as we read throughout the 


2 Chap. which De thus concludes. Theſe Things 
eat, exbort and rebute with all Authority. Let no 
an def pile thee: And goes on further to Airect 5 

as to more Heads of Chriſtian Doctrine to be preach 

to them: Arid concludes with ordering him to 3 

to him at Nicopolis againſt Winter, when he ſhould 

ſend &rremas to Tychicusto him, bly to be there 
in the Room of Tieus, and do the ſamé Work. For 


theſe were Officers in the Church, that waited upon 


Par} in his Travels, and went upon the Service of tha 


9 Church, whether he ſent them, 
4 ND now, letanꝝ one judge from all this, * 


| HP ps 
ent, as appears from the 47h Verſe of the. 20th of 
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| 0 guing, but a begging of the Queſ tion. 
19 ping. but a 2 


Cauſe of Dioceſan Epiſcopa 


erte were lirehy, that Pot left Them uu Genz 
the fixed Biſhop of that Place, as his particular 


„; Or only to reſide there to do the Work of an 


1 i for a Seaſon. If it be ſaid, that he ordaind 


ers in this Church, and had a Power to exerciſe 
2 to rebuke ſharply, and reject Hereticks; 
and therefore muſt have been Biſhop there: This is 


ſter all, if it could be prov'd, t 
"Apoſtles Times, Biſhops were a ſupetior Order to 


Presbyters, and Timothy and Titus were Biſhops, (as 


I believe, it nevet will) what would this avail the 
| cy? Unleſs it can alſo be 
ꝓrov d, that their Dioceſs or Charge did conſiſt ofa good 


Number of Pariſhes, or ſingle Congregations; under 


the Conduct of their proper Presbyters. And it is im- 


| poſſible to prove, or even to ſuppoſe this, as to Ephe- 
4% in the Apoſtles Time; whereas in Ignatius's Time, 


(which was many Years after Timorhy's Death) ever} 
then the Church is commanded to aſiemble frequently 
into one Place, and that, 5 waver O,, for the 


Euchariſt of God; which is commonly ufed to ſignĩ- 


ſie the Lord's Supper: And the Church could not be 
exceeding large, if all, that communicated in that 
Ordinance, could do it together in one Place. 

IT is alſo urg'd by the Maintainers of Diocefaty 


Epiſcopacy, that the Angels of the ſeven an Church - 
es, mentioned in the Revelations, were fa many ſuch 
Biſhops. e preg hed 


NOW, here they muſt prove, that theſe Angels 
were Biſhops, who had a Power of Juriſdiction and 
Ordination above and without their Presbyters; of 
elſe they prove nothing for Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, as 
of divine Right, from this Inſtance. But this is what 
remains tobe prov d by the Aſſertors of it. 

SO much for the Scripture- Account of this Matter: 
By which, I think, it is abundantly evident, that 


\ Biſhop and Presbyter were the ſame in the Apoſtles 


Time: that the ſame Perſons are called ſometimes by 
the one, and fometimes by the other of theſe _— : 
| ma 


| d wit them Mat, {x 
t | 2 Led ves were: 17 5 
count of the Apoſtles: ERP r. hay 05 os 
Yer from. them. 45 4 
Mere CO Ea All er 
Void the 68 
| EE: are by, 3 i, the Ing 
OPS the Ho ly G 
And it: ee Man's ill to EE 
6s, it appear at all E tos tures, or Ne | 
LA other good Proof, 195 t 75 ave a Pow- 
Netz Biſhops, they ordain d, to Tityte à nen 
der of Presbyters, that ſhould be Inferior. to B 
ps afterward. Therefore we conclude, that Pref 
ters, or Teaching: Elders in the Church, Who have 
e Oyerlight. or Caxe of Souls, have 2. Power to do 
that any Biſhop may do n or Com- 


1 5 Chriſt and — Apd 1 
BU Tur Ad verſaxies tells us, that Antiquity 1s alto- © fe 
gether againſt us. For my Part I cannot but that {tl 


1 1 in Controverſial Matters of Religion, it is much g 
r to depend upon the Evidence of Scriptui e, than 1 0 
any other Fa And that Scripture is its own” | © A 
belt Interpreter, eſpecially it we conſider, what a | * te 
Pawer the Church of Roms had over the greater Part 1 
of the Chriſtian World, for ſeveral Hundred Years' fr 
together; and therefore a. great Opportunity to cor- ei 
unn the ancient Writers and Recprds of the Chriſtian te 
Church, by their Interpolations, Additions and Ex- 2 
cCeptions to make them ſerve their Purpoſes, and ſpeak tu 
as. th would have em. N 
TO which Purpoſe the Learned Chillingworth has © lic 

a notable Paſſage in his Religion of Proteſtants, a || * th 
i Way to Salvation. Chap. 6. Seft. 56. By the on 
Meier of Proteſtants. (faith he) I do not undertan . 0 
the A 
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nor the'Confeilion of Asta, or Gous va, 


That is; / e BTI x. The 
« Bry'r, Eonly is the Religion of Proteſtants7* Hits 
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# of Tarte, rc er * 
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been 


Catechiſm of Heotddelbrvg,, nor the Artieles of the 

Church of England; no nor the Harmony of Proteſt | | 

tant Confeſſtons; hat that! whertiry they all agyee; _ 

And which they all ſubſeribe with a greater Haritio- 

„ny, ag à. perfect Rule of thei F. Faith e 
TFL E, I ſy; th 


+ 


oe ver elle they believe beſſdes it, and the Plain, 


17 < The etragable." ivd iodubitable Conſequenees of it, Wel 


My Hold it as a matter of Opinion; but 23 
Matter of Faith and Religion, neither can they wit 
< Coherence to their own Grounds believe it thamſt] ves 
« nor reguire the Belief of it of others without moſt 
high and 'Sebifmatical- Preſumption, I for my Part 
$ after a long (and as I verlly believe and ho be) 


s impartial Search of the true Way to eternal 5575 

neſs do profeſs plainly that I carmot find any Mt 
for the Sole of my Foot, but upon this Rock. only. 
I ſee plainly, and with my own Eyes, that there are” 


0 Poyes againſt Popes, Councils againſt Councils, 
« ſome Fathers againſt others, the ſame Fathers at 
themſelves, a Conſent of Fathers of one Age, a 


e gainſft a Conſent of Fathers of another Age, the 


Church of one Age, againſt the Church of another” 


Age. Traditive Interpretations of Scripture are pre- 
< tended, but there are few or none to be found: No 


Tradition but only of Scripture, can derive. itſe]f* 


from the Fountain, but may be plainly” prov d, d. 
either to have been brought in, in ſuch an Age a £ 


ter Chriſt; or that in ſuch an Age it was not in. 12 


« a Word, there is no ſufficient certainty but of Script 
ture only, for any conſidering Man to build upon. 
© This therefore, and this only I have Reaſon” to be- 


c lieve: This Iwill profeſs, according to ths T wilt: 


live, and for this, if there be c caſion, I' will not 
c only. willingly, but even gladly looſe my Life, tho 
© E ſhould he forry Chriſtians Riot take it from me. 

6 Propoſe me any Thingseut of this Book. "710 Te | 


D 2 quire. 


v ure, whether I believe or cem it 
6 g incomprehenſible to humane Reaſon, I wil 
* ſcribe it with Ha 


62 2 8 co 


* take no Man's Li mz I 
ther ſhall any Man take mine from me. I will think 


* no Man the worſe Man, nor the worſe Cbriſtian; 
I will love no Man the leſs, for differing in Opinis - - 
on from me. And what Meaſure I mete ta others, 
v7 expect from them again Iam fully aſſured, that 
* God does not, and therefore that Men ought not 
©to require any more of any Man than this, to believe 
the Scripture to be God's Word, to endeavour to find 


t the true Senſe of it, and to live according to it. 


B U T I ſhall proceed to add ſomething from An- i 
tiquity, for the Proof qt what I am pleading for; 
Name Ys that Presbyters have a Power to goyern the 


Church, and ordain to the ſacred Miniſtry, We do 


acknowledge that in the Cities and chief Towns, 
where Chriſtian Churches had been planted, and 
which had ſeyeral Elders or Biſhops ſet over them by 
the Apoſtles, (as I ſhew'd before) theſe Elders when - 
multiplied by the Encreaſe of the Church, thought 
t to chuſe one of themſelves, or of their own Num- 


ber, and made him the chief among them, and gave 
aim peculiarly the Title of Biſhop, reſerving to them: 


chief Hand in the Management of the Affairs of that 
Church, in ordering the Churches Worſhip, and Ga- 


vernment, and in ordaining to the ſacred Miniſtry 


and chat this wag an early Practice in the Church, of 
which Matter Dr. Villiamt gives a probable ſhort Ac- 


count in bis Ordination Sermon, of the Nature and 
Neceſſity of 4 Goſpel-Miniſtry . And that of Dr. Wil- 


liams is agreeable to an Account we have of this Mat - | 
ter in Sporſwood's Hiſtory, who tells us that © Chraſti- 
* anity was received into Scorland in the firſt Century; 


and that Awpbibolus was the firſt Biſhop there, which 


12 
nd and Heart, as knowing no De: 
monſtration can be ſtronger than this, God hath 
* ſaid ſo, therefore it is true. In other Things Iwill 
of Judgment from him; nei- 


ſelves only the Title of Presbyters or Elders; and to 
him they gave a chief Reſpect and Honour, and a 


was | 


* 
* 


\ 
Q 1 
8 


rene 


© that after his Time there were zealous and no- 


- © table Preachers there, who were wont for their 
better Government, to ele& ſome one of their Nun.» 
ber by common Suffrage to be chief and prin» 
ipal among em, without whoſe Knowledge and 


Conſent nothing was done in any Matter ot Impor- 


I. © tance, and the Perſon ſo elected was called a Scotch 


* Biſhop. But as they did thus early (for Order Sake, 
and to prevent Diviſion and Confuſion in the Church, 


as Jerom faith) chuſe one of their Presbyters to be their 


eee or Preſident, (as the Bihop was ſometimes 
call q) or the chief Presbyter, to whom they gave 
the chief Power and Authority in managing the Af- 
fairs of that Church, and would do nothing in Mat- 
ters of Moment, without the Advice or Conſent of 
the Biſhop, if he were amongſt them; ſo the Biſhop 
had ſuch a Regard to his Presbyters, that he rarely 


managed any Church-Affairs without their Council 
and Concurrence: Who are ſometimes called his Col- 
leagues, which denotes them to be of the ſaine Or- 


der, and to have thereby a Co-ordinate Power. Lea, 
and in the fourth Century, when Epiſcopacy was grown 
to à greater Height and Power, than it was in the 
foregoing, it was brought as an Accuſation againſt 
Chriſoſtom, zn a,, Cuuedeli that he made Or- 


dinations without the Company and Sentence of his 


Clergy: To prevent which Practice it was decreed 
in the Council of Charzbage, 20th Canon: Ut Epiſ- 


copus ſine Concilio Clericorum ſuorum Clericos non ordinet. 


That aBiſhop ſhould not ordamClerks without the ur- 


cil of his Clergy. And by anether Canon of the ſame 
Council it was decred, that when a Biſhop laid on 
Hands in Ordination, all the Presbyters there pre- 
ſent ſhould lay on Hands along with him: Whereby 


an Acknowledgment of Presbyters Power to ordain 


was kept up in the Church even a good while, after 


that Power was reſtrain'd by Canon- Laws, or the 


Decrees of Councils and Synods. | 
I T does not appear by the Epiſtles of * 
R | that 
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ther Place he ſays, wwe muſt obey thoſe Presbyters, 
that are in the Church, who received their Succeſſion 


Stile of the Seripture; and calls the ſame Officers in 
- 3 of their having an Epiſ Copacy, ern 


(for it was not ſo every w 


I 36905 . 


* 8 N — 
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Jet to him; but they were join 
Church: Only the Biſhop was chief for Order's 18. 
The'Deacons he ſays in by Epiſtle to the Mag * 
were fubje& to the Biſhops and Presby ters but does 
not anywhere ſay, that” the Preabyters were ſubject 
to the Biſkop!' Its true he ſays, that they cculd dd 
nothing without bim; -anid he lays alſo, that he ceuld 
do-nething' withont them. In his Epiſtle to tlie Fh. 
Leah he calls them Cut Ser 4% omoudere tlie Bi- 
hops Council; and exhorts the Magneſians to demo 
thing without che Biſhop and — rx And elſe 
where "Þpnatius ſays, that the Presbyters ſucceeded” 
in the Plare of the Bench of the Apoſtles ; and in his 
Epiſtle ad Irallienſes exhorts them to be lub ge to the 
Presbyters, as the A poſtles of Jeſus Chriſt. l 
AND Fernaus (another ancient Writer) ſa that N 
the Presbytors ſucceeded the Apoſtles . Ar ie ano- 


from the Apoſtles, who with the Sueceſſion of the 
dopacy have received the certain Crace of Truth, 

according to the Father's Pleaſure. Here it is ve very 

obſervable, that this ancient Author ſpeaks in the 


the Church Presbyters and Biſhops, or (which is all 


but Biſhops could have. 

RO, "Origen and Proſper, Ambroſe and Cyprian 
ſpeak the ſume Thing concerning Presbyters ſucceed- 
ing arch Apoſtles; and that, in Froteſtutè Clavium Reg- 
ni Culorum, in the Power of the Keys of th&'King-, | 
dom of Heaven: And all this, to ſhew, that the 
Prayers of Biſhop and Presby ter was originally and 
undhangeably':the ſame; and fo eſteem d by the An- 
cients: even ufter the Presb - dais in many Churches 

ere) had agreed to chuſe 
one of their own Number, to whom ſome Eminence 
above the reſt was given, whom they dignified with 


the diſtinet Title of Biſhop, and whole Authority 


Was 
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* 
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rch, Who was (as Hilary 


our 1; Pariſhes, called. Rectory's. ſome of which 
en Miles extent, and contain ſeveral 1 | 
* culs, who therefore ought to have a competent 


1 ol Shin 1 ah 3 him, as I 5 
aving in a Y00 point af 
13 75 eſteemd meſt able and det deſerving; 
2nd Hog: by the Presbyters themſelves, and not Is 
1 cular Authority. And ſuch as theſe. the firſt Bie 

s and Wer 8 are „ even learned 5 


ſuppoſed to have been uments have 
— 7 offered to prove, that 1 1 Bren of the firſt 


ops. (as the Churches of Smyrna, Philadelphia, &c) 
did not contain. ſo great 4, Number of Souls, as ſome 
1 the Aan Pariſhes in England. It would be very 
n nat impoſſible for a Rector in one of our larg- 
Ariſhes ( Wich is not the twentieth Part of ant 
Bank Digceſe neither) to do that for his Flock, 
which: Polyearp, Biſhop of Smyrna, is. exhorted to by 
natius ; an that 3s, not to neglect the Widows, to 

| be their 17 75 after the Lord, to have frequent AC 
blies, to {eek all by Name, and not to deſpiſe 

e Man. Servants andMaid-Servants, Tho' the Deacons 
are by Office obliged. to take Care of the Poor, yet 
ts Biſhop himſeff was not altogether to overlook and 
& the poor Widows ; who could not by his 
Ge be A BAY without he had ſome Knowled ge of 
them, $0 likewiſe he muſt hold frequent Aſſemblies, 
namely for publick Worſhip, as is mentianed in ano- 
ther Place, 83 celebrating the Euchariſt is expreſ- 
= And to ſeek all by Name ſeems to mean to ſee, 
that all the Chriſtians did ordinarily attend. thofe Af 
ſemblies, and not deſpiſe, but take ſome Care of the 


meaneſt of the Flock, even Men-Servants and Maid- 


Servants, and give them the Portion of Holy Doc- 
trine, zs Ignatius goes on to mind Polycarp to exhort 
them, that they be not pulſed up, but ſerve for the 

. Glory 
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over then, could not one would think, conlift of man 
"Thouſands, for whom the Biſhop could thus 1 r hin- 
felt And in the Abſence of their Biſhop in thoſe Ti | 

when he was ſeperated from them by Baniſhment, Im- 
priſonment, or the like) they did not proceed to chuſe 


them a new Biſhop ; but every Thing relating to the 


Church was done by the Presbyters without him, all one, 
as if he Was preſent? particularly they did ordam withs 
dut him; as the Author in Quæſtiones ex utroq, I eſta- 


mento miætim, affirms, that in Alexandria & per totum 


Agyptum, fi defit Epiſcopus, conſacrat Presbyter. that 
in N and Gag all 0 the hh con- 
ſecrated, if the Biſhop were abſent. Conlecratin 
here could not mean the Conſecration of the Eucharift 
or celeb rating the Lord's Supper ; for that a Presbyte 


might do, it the er preſent. And Hie in 


Ambroſe ſpeaking of the lame Thing, uſes another Word, 
which cannot mean of conſecrating the Euchariſt. Apud 
Aigyprum (ſays he) Preshhyteri conſignant, ſi praſens non 
fit Epiſcopus, If this conſecrat and conſgnant be taken for 
Confirmation, the Argumert is the ſame ; fot that is 
appropriated to the Biſhop, as well as Ordination. 
AND Ferom in his Epiſtle to Evagrius gives us an 
Account of theOriginal of this early moderate . Epiſco- 
pacy. After he had largely proy d 
guments, that Biſhops and Presbyters were the ſame 
at firſt, he adds Quod autem prſtea uns eleftns oft, qui 
cateris præponeretur, in 1Schiſmatis Remtdium fallum eff, 
ne unuſquiſq; ad ſe trahens Chriſti Eceleſiam rumperet. 


But that afterwards one was choſen, who was ſet over . | 
the reſt; this was done, as a Remedy againſt, Schiſm, 


leaſt every one drawing the Church of Chriſt to him- 
felf ſhould divide it, And he goes on to add avery 
remarkable Paſlage:. Nam of in 1 tes - N 
Evangeliſta uſque ad Heraclam et Dionyſium Epi ſcopot, 
8 unum ex fe electum in excelſori Graun 


tollecatum Epiſcopum nowinabant, 8&c, That is, Fas 


mes (as 


from Scripture- Ar- 


| glorious Liberty. The Flock, that a Biſhop preſided | el 
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Traditions of that Church fays, © Cunſtituit item Marcus 


= 
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* 


in Alexandria, from the Time of Mart the Evan- 


* 


15 


Presbyters always choſe one of themſelves, plac d in 
him alighDegree, and called him their Biſhop, as 


the Army did the Emperor, and the Deacons the 


Arch-Deacon. 3 . | 
AN P this of Jean is illuſtrated and confirm'd 


by the Teſtimony of Eutycbius, who was himſelf Pa- 


triarch of Alexandria, who out of the Records and 


* Evangeliſta duodecim Presbyteros cum Hananid, qui ſem- 
fer manerent cum Patriarcha, c. Alſo Mark the 
* Evangelift appointed twelve Presbyters with Han + 
© nias, who ſhould always reſide with the Patriarch 
© io that when there ſhould happen a Vacancy in the 
< Patriarchate, they might chuſe one ont of the twelve 
* Presbyters,0n whoſe Head the other eleven ſhould lay 
Hands, and pray over him, and fo create him their 
Patriarch: And ſhould afterwards chuſe ſome worthy 
Man, and appoint him their Com-Presbyter in his 
Room that was thus made their Patriarch: So that 
there always remained twelve. And this Inſtitute 
about Presbyters, namely, that the Patriarch ſnould 
© he created out of the twelve Presbyters, did not 
© ceaſe at Alexandria, till Alexanders Time, (who 


as Patriarch of Alexandria, but he commanded, that 


© the Presbyters ſhonld not for Time to come create 


the Patriarch; and decreed, that at the Death of 4 
Patriarch, ſome Biſhops ſhould aſſemble to ordain a 


© Patriarch. He alſo decreed, that when the Patri- 


*archate was vacant, rey ſhonld chuſe out of any 
Country, or out of thoſe twelve Presbyters or any 
others, as the Matter required, ſome famous Man, 
and ſhould fake him for their Patriarch, - And fo that 


that very ancient Inſtitute ceaſed ; whereby the Pa- 


- * triarch was wont to be created by the Presbyters 3 


* 


* ſhops creating the Pati iarch. mai, 
HE R Eis an Inſtince of Pre hyters ordaihing, of 


ral 


tkeir Ordaining both * Prtsbyters for ſere- 


g#liſ unte Heraclar and Dionyſus the Biſtöps, the 


and in the room of it ſucceeded his Decree for Bi- 


at . 
1 92 
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ral Ages together. Many other Inſtances of Ordina- 
tion performed by Presbyters alone are produè d from 


> 


Anriquity by Learned Men. 


IH Chorepiſcopi or Country-Biſhops, who, were 
ſabje& to the City-Biſhops, and are not, as I find, 


held by cur Adverſaries to be ver: Nominis Epiſcops, or ' 
Biſhops of a ſuperior Order, even they ordam'd Pres- 


byters, till they were reſtrain d by a Canon in the 
Council of Antioch, Anno Domini 3444. | 

AS for the Objections brought againſt us out of Ig- 
natius's Epiſtles, to prove the Power and Superiority 
of Biſhops, we are not concern'd to anſwer them, tall 
the Papiſts, and their Followers, who depend ſo much 
on the Authority of thoſe Epiſtles, have anſwer'd Arch- 


Biſhop Uſher, River, and other learned Men, who 
have prov'd, that ſeveral of thoſe Epiſtles were ſpu- 


rious, or not written by Iznætius, and molt of the reſt 


of them miſerably corrupted. In the Writangs of ſome 


of the Fathers, who Jiv'd before the Church of Rome 
was grown ſo powerful and corrupt, as it began to be 
about fix Hundred Years after Chriſt, there are ſeve- 
ral Quotations out of Ignatius s Epiſtles, that are ei- 
ther not to be found, or that are found alter'd in thoſe, 
that now paſs for Ignatius s, which have deſcended to 
the Ronnſh Church. By which it is plain, 
that ſome have been put out under Ignatius s Name, 
that were none of his: Or that they have had that 
Change and Turn given by the Romaniſts, that would 
beſt ſuit their Corruptions, eſpecially their Hierarchy, 
Prelacy, and Papacy. And that very learned Arch- 
Bifhop tells us out of Caſaubon, that amongſt all the 


Eccleſiaſtical Monuments there are none, in which 


the Papiſts put more Confidence, than in Tpnatins's 

ee N | 
TH IS is the Subſtance of. what is anſwered to the 

Objections and Arguments out of Ignatius s Epiltles for 


Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, by the Landon Miniſters, in the 


nr to their Jus Divinum Miniſterii Anglicani. 
g. 108, 109, 110. And in the ſame Treatiſe, a 
tew Pages before, there is this Queſtion put. But = 


— 
* 


gover! 
and Jt 


F 
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long was it, that the Church of Chriſt was governed 


by the common Council of Presbyters withcut a Bi- 
hop ſet over them? To which this Anſwer 3s given, 
That Dr. Blondel, a Man of great Reading and Learn - 
ing, undertakes in a large Diſcourſe to make out, that 
before the Year 140, there was not a Biſhop over Prel- 
byters ; And they add, That Clemens, who liv'd in 
the firſt Century, in his famous Epiitle to the rin: 
thiens{an undoubted or unſuſpected Piece of Antiqui- 
ty (makes but two Orders of Miniſters, .Biſhops and 
Deacons. A Seditionzailed by the Corintbiant againſt 
their Presbyters, is ſuppoſed. to have been the:Occas 
fion of that Epiſtle ; as is inferred from ſome Paſlages 
in it: Je remove which he tells them, that God hag 
always appointed ſeveral Orders in his Church, which 
muſt not be confounded : In the jewijh Church he 
appointed a high-Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites, and then 
tells them, for the Time of the Goſpel, that Chriſt 
Jeſus, the great Apoſtle and High-Prieſt, ſent his A- 
poſt les through Countries and Cities, in which they 
preached, and conſtituted the firſt- Fruits (that is, ſome 
oſ the figſt Converts) approving them by the Spirit 
tor Biſhops, and Deacons to them, that mould atter- 
melde ed 
TE E like Record we have of Polycarp (who. Was 
co-temporary with Ignatius) who wrote an Epiſtle to 
the Phrlippians, in which he makes but two Orders of 
_ Miniſters, Biſhops and Deacons ; and perſwades the 
Philipprans to be ſubject to their Presbyters and Dea- 
cons, as to God and Chriſt. „ r 
ſpake in the Stile of St. Paul (in his Epiſtles to the 
Churches) of Biſhops and Deacons, aud Elders and 
Deacons making Biſhops and Elders the ſame; and 
not of Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, as three dif- 
tin Orders. 18 * 201% 

_BY thus much it appears, that, for three ior four 
Handred Years after the Apoſtles Days, Presbyters 


govern d the Church in common with their Biſhops, 


and joined with them in Ordination z and in many 
| | E 2 | Inſtan- 


. Het 
Inſta nces ordained without them, and in r 
there were none but Presbyters, that taught and go- 
vernd the Church, and ordain'd to the Miniftry, 
without any of their Number having the Title of Bi- 
Mhop appropriated to him, and how the Exerciſe of 
their Power came to be reſtrained by the Decrees and 
Canons of Councils, when the Biſhops of the Church 
grew ambitious and worldly, degenerated from the 
Piety and Humility of the firſt Biſhops, were for. 
advancing the Epilcopal Power and Dignity to an 
undue Height, and muſt therefore cramp the Presby- 
ters Power, and reſtrain the Exereiſe af it beyond what 
they had any Authority from Chriſt, as I think in 
the Canon of the Council of Antioch before mentioned, 
that took away from the Chorepiſcopi the Power of or- 
daining, which they had for a long Time enjoyed, 
the Reaſon pretended is, ne vileſcar Nomen Epiſcopi, 
that the Biſhop's Title or Name might not- be mean 
and deſpis d, which was in the fourth Century. And 
afterwards, when the Biſhop's Power was overgrown, 
the Presbytery was much neglected and laid afide, as 
Ambroſe complains upon the 1ſt. Tim. 5. Aſter Con- 
ftantine, the firft Chriſtian Emperor, who liv'd three 
Hundred Years after Chriſt, by the Encouragement 
given to the Chriſtians from the civil Power, Epiſ- 
copacy, which had been moderate, and kept within 
narrow Bounds before, now began to run higher, and 
the Biſhop's Power grew greater. And eſpecially after 
the Days of thoſe eminent Fathers in the Church, Auſ- 
zin, Ambroſe, Athanaſius, Ferom, C bry ſoſtom, Theo- 
doret, and others who lived in the fourth and fifth 
Centuries, the Biſhops Power ſtill increaſed and con- 
tinned growing through the fiftli and ſixt hCenturies, ſo 
tliat before the End of the ſeventh Century it got to 
that Height, that the Biſhop of Rome ufurp'd the Su- 
8 or univerſal Headſhip over all the Chriſtian 
orld. Then many doctrinal Errors came to be broach- 
ed, and impos'd upon the belief of Chriſtians, as Ar- 
ticles of Faith; the Adoration of Angels, Saints, and 
the Vigin Mary ſet up, and God's Worſhip corrupred 
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with endleſs trivial Ceremonies, and-fenfleſs Sope b 
tition, with the Uſe of Images and Pictures to help 
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Devotion. And with the Errors and Innovations, where- 
with Chrift's Holy Religion was corrupted undert he 
Roman Pontiffs, came in Church-Thranny, the Civil 
Sword or corporal Penalties moſt cruelly us d againſt 
all, thatſcrupled, or objected any Thing againſt their 


unſufferable Impoſitions. Yea, Kings and Emperors 
were forc'd to truckle and comply tothe Wills of theſe 


humble Eccleſiaſticks; who continued to Lord it over 


the Weſtern Churches, thro! the far greater Part of Eu- 


rope, for about ſeven Hundred Years, with but little 


Oppoſition; ſaving, that God rais'd up ſome every 


Age to bear Witneſs to the Truth, and againſt the a- 
bominable Errors of that degenerate Church, as ſome 
learned Men have colle&ed from the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times; eſpecially in a Book called Catalogns Teſtium, 


- a Catalogue of the Witnefles, 
THE Valdenſes or Vaudois would not. be ſubject 


to the Biſhop of Rome, nor own the Popiſh Errors, 


nor admit their Snperftition into their Worſhip ; and 


were govern d by their own Presbyters, without Su- 
perior Biſhops, and that, as ſome learned Men think, 


ever ſince the firſt Corruption of Chriſtianity in the 


Romiſh Church, but as can be made out from Hiſto- 
ries of good Credit, for above three Hundred Years 


before the Reformation of Religion under Lurber and 


| Calvin, ts | 


'I is about five Hundred and fifty Years accor- 
ding to Father Pauls Hiſtory, ſince they forſook 
the Church of Rome His Hiftory ends with the Year 


1563. And his Account of them is this. The Peo- 


© ple of the Valleys were a part of the Waldenſes, who 
6 Pour Hundred Years ſince forſook the Church of Rome, 
and in regard of the Perſecution fled into Polonia, 


Germany, Puglia, Provence, and ſome of them into 


* the Valleys Mount Senis, Lucerna, Angronia, Peroſa, 
and St. Martin, Theſe having always continued in 
their Separation, with certam Miniſters of their 


d own, whom they called Paſtors, when the Doctrine 
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* of Zuinglius, yas planted in Geneva, did preſently u- FM 
| * nite themſelves with thoſe, as agreeing irh them Lolla 
j I wh of Doctrine, and principal Rites. Thus be, Popif 
They were very IN perſecuted the Romiſh Bi- that, | 
| thops, as ſeyeral Hiſtories give an Account, and as || for b 


ue have a Hint in this Paſſage of Father Paul; and the Y 
that, for a long Time betore cb Reformation obtain'd them 

| in Germany, France, and Britain, and ſince too, ef- and 
pecially under the Dukes of Savoy. | Chriſ 


' WP; ; * N. 2 | Vere 

| * NOV, theſe, ho were the firſt Reform'd from 25% 

{ Pope! „ and bore the Burden, and Heat of the Hay; Walſa 
tho ſome of their Miniſters had the Name or Title of tory 


rie n „ fee CG Ade Prieft 
Were goyern'd by the common Counci 0 fl Pre 7 erfo 


yters, or Paſtors. And this is largely and fully made 1mfc 
out from ſeveral Hiſtories and Records of t — „and | ws 
of their Followers, by Mr. Owzey in his Yefence of Refor 
cripture Ordination, from the 397b to the 447 Page, ward. 
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es e Hikory, Amer eg, eee e 
the Waldenſes. Nauclerus Chronol, and ſeveral others. traes, 


b And indeed their ſo readily falling in with Zuinglius, Tagen 
| 5nd the Church of Geneva, is à plain Evidence git; I ſet u 
j for all know very well what theis Doctrine and Prac- out I 
' tice has been about Church-Government, ever ſince able 


the Reformation of Religion, begun there. And it is ||. ty 


not ſo inconſiderable, as ſome would have it, what becar 
the Judgments of theſe Chriſtians were concerning Bi- can þ 
ſhops and Church-Government, who had, the Honour 18 ver 
to be the firſt Witneſſes againſt thoſe abominable Er- Divn 
rors, and that very corrupt State of Chriſtianity, that Ordit 
1 brought on in the Church of Rome, and the do 8e 

rſt in that bleſſed Reformation of Religion, that has ters a 
now through divine Providence obtained in ſo many finde 
Nations, and who many of them ſeal d their Teſtimo- 30.0 
ny with their Blood. | . 2 
AND the famous Foln WhickEf here in England, * Pore 
who, lived, as I take it, about four Hundred Years og 
ago, and his Followers, who were called in Ganter uy ; 
n nm 30... 


1 


- F 3x 5 nn dt tan Foc ati 
Lolladi many of whom fuffer'd Martytdom under 
Popiſh Biſhops, who conſpired their Deſtruction by 

that bloody Statute de Harericis comburendis, that is; 
for burning of Hereticks ; who went in the Steps of 
the Valdeuſes, and as. it's thought, were taught by 
them: They were of the ſame Judgment about Biſhops 
and Presbyters ; and held, that all the Miniſters of; 
Chriſt, or Paſtors of the Church, were of equal Pow-, 
er; and perform'd Ordinations by Presbyters: As. 
Valſing bam, a Popiſh Writer, ſaith of them in his Hiſ- 
| tory of England. Us: eorum Precbyteri, &c. That 
their Presbyters after the manner of Ponziffs (or Bi- 
ſhops) created new Presbyters, affirming, that every. 
Prieft had as great Power of binding aud looſing, and 
Pere all other Acts Eccleſiaſtical, as the Pope . 


imſelf does give, or can give. 


THUS we ſee, what the Senſe of the very firſt 
' Reformers from Popery was in this. matter, After- 
wards, when the Reformation obtain'd more fully, in 
_ ſeveral Parts of Germany, Switzerland, the low-Coun- _ 
tries, France, and Great Britain, and receiv'd Encou- 
ragement from the civil Powers; the moſt of them 
ſet up Church-Government under Presbyters, with- . 
out Biſhops, and that, as apprebending it moſt agree- 
able to the Pattern of Scripture and Primitive Chriſti- 
anity : Not as ſome would intimate, out of Neceſſity 
| becauſe they cou'd not have Biſhops ; for as there 
can be no good Proot brought of that, ſo the coutrary - 
is very evident both in the Writings of the learned 
Divines of the foreign Churches; who vindicate their 
Ordinations againſt the Papiſts, as being according 
to Scnpture, and aſſert an inherent Power in Presby- 
ters as ſuch to ordain And in their Conſeſſions we 
find'an equal Power in all Paſtors aſſerted; as in the 
30th Article of the French Conſeſſion. Credimus, om 
* © nes Paſttres, ubicung; collocati ſint, eadem et equalt 
* Poteſtate inter ſe eſie praditos, ſub uno illo Capite, ſum- 
© mag; et ſolo univerſalt Epiſcopo Feſu Chriſto. In Eng-. 
liſh thus, We believe, that all Paſtors, whereſoever 
plac'd, have the fame and equal Potrer one with a- 


nother 


nother, under that one Head, and chief and only uni - 38 fe 
verſal Biſhop, Jeſus Chriſt. The Dutch" Confeſſion - | <<< 
ſpeaks the fame. Thing. © Cæterun ubicung; locoruam | fu 
int Verbi Dei Miniſtri, eandem atq; aquatem onnes | . 
© babent tum Poteſtatem tum Authoritatem, qui ſunt aque | . 
* onmes Chriſti, unici illſus univerſalis Epiſcopi, et C- 10 2 
ris Ecclefie, Iiniſtri. But in what ever Place God's 5 
Miniſters are, they have all the ſame and equal Po- - 
er and Authority, as being all equally the Miniſters 
8 N the only univerſal Biſhop and Head of the men 
AND it is no lightConſideration, that, when that emi- Bit 
nent Departure from the Romiſh Church, and Refor- uh 
mation of Religion came on, the Government of the 
ö Church by Presbyters was more generally approv'd er, 
and taken to, than by Biſhops as a ſuperior Order. 2 
1 Several that have writ largely in this Controverſy, 
cite the Opinions of Canoniſts and School-men, and ff n 
ſeveral other Popiſh Authors; who held, that by Di- Chri 
| vine Inſtitution there were only two ſacred Orders, 
4 the Order of Deaconſhip and Prieſthood: And that #r Tim 
6 Confirmation and Ordination were reſerv'd to the Bi- | 
ſhop, Autboritate Canonum et conſuitudine Eccleſis, by TT 
the Authority of the Canons and Cuſtom of the Church; RM 
But that in ſome Caſes and at ſome Times Presbyters || | 


may give Orders, and that their Ordinations are of 2 { 
torce, which for brevity I paſs by. 1 [tit 
AND how much this was the Senſe of even the || e 
Romith Clergy it felt here in England, before the Re- A 
formation was publickly own'd and abetted by Civil * 


Authority, does appear by one reinarkable Inſtance, 
In the Reign of King 7 the VIII, in the Year [. 7 
1537, there was a Book publiſh'd, called the Inſtitu- Ep 


tion of a Chriſtian- Man, made by the whole Clergy dain 
in their Provincial Synod, ſet forth by the Authority el in 
of the King's Majeſty, and approv d by the whoſe 44 
Parliament, and commanded to be preach'd to the Her 
whole Kingdom ; wherein ſpeaking of the Sacrament ar 2 
of Orders, (for the Papiſt hold Ordination (for a Sa- * 


crament, as they do Matrimony, Penance, Ge.) It 
| = 
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; || . Biſhops and Prieſts were one Office in the Beginning of Z 


2 


N 
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5s ſaid expreſly, That altho' the Fathers of the ſuc- 


ceeding Church after the Apoſtles inſtituted certain 


* ſuperior Degrees of Miniſtry, yet the Truth is, that 
C .)/ £ > 4 8 i * f 1 ; = a », Us J , 
in the New- Teſtament there is no Mention made of 


5 Pl of Deacons, or Miniſters, and Presbyters, or Bi- 
* ſhops; and throughout the whole Diſcourſe makes 
Presbyters and Biſhops one and the ſame. | 

AND after the Reformation, when the Gopern- 
ment of the Church by Biſhops and Arch-Biſhops was 


any other Degree, or Diſtinction in Orders, but on- 
5 


continued in the Proteſtant Church of England, many, 


that were concern'd in ſettling the Reformation, both 
Biſhops and other eminent Clergy-Men, were of the 
ſame Opinion, for the Parity of Biſhops and Presby- 
ters by Apoſtolical Inftitution. As the Iate Biſhop of 
fas wt (in his Fenicum) mentions a Manufeript, ſet- 
ting forth the Judgment of Arch-Biſhop Cranmer, that 


Chriſt's Religion. And 'Biſhop Zurner (in his Collec- 


tions, Part 1. P. 228) mentions ſeveral others of that 
„Time, who were of the ſame Opinion. And Bithop 


Srilling fleet concludes his Diſcourſe of Arch-Biſhop Cran- 
mer thus, * We ſee by the Teſtimony of him, who 
vas Inſtrumental in our Reformation, that he 


 *own'd no Epiſcopacy, as a diſtin& Order from Pres- 


<bytery, of Divine Right; but only as a prudent Con- 


_ © ſtitution of the civil Magiſtrate, for the better go- 
verning of the Church. Ten. Pag. 393 


AN P of them, that follow'dthole firſt Reformers, 
ſeveral of the moſt learned, both Biſhops and Doctors 
of the Church of England, though they preferred the 
Epiſcopal Government, and wrote in the Defence of 


FEpiſcopacy, yet held the Power of Presbyters to or- 


dain, and their Ordinations to be valid. Biſhop Few- 


el in the Defence of his Apology, proves againſt Har- 


ding the Prieſt, that Aerius could not be accounted a 


- Heretick for holding, that Biſhops and Presbyters 


are all one by divine Right: And citing Jem and 
other Fathers, concludes in theſe Words, © All theſe 


* with many more holy Fathers, together with the 


_ © Apoſtle 


4 


* Apoſtle St. Poul, muſt for thus ſaying be held by | nia! 
Harding's Advice for Hereticks, To the ſame Pur- too) 
pole ſpeaks the very learned Doctor Whitaker, Divi- - ng 
nity Profeſſor to the Univerſity of Cambridge, who And 
was by ſome called the Mall of Popery (as one of the vine 
Fathers, Ithink Tertullian, was called Malleus Hare- of R 
zicorum, the Mall of Hereticks) in his Anſwer to Cam- he 
pianus, a Popiſh Writer, hath theſe Words; Aeri- Nat 
um Epiphanius et Auguſtinus in Heareticis numerant, by! 
© et prater eos Antiqui pauci : et fi Preslyterxum Epiſco- Ord 
po aquare fit Hareticum, nibil Catholicum eſſe poteſt. er © 
(Cum Aerio Hieronymus de Presbyteris omnino ſenſit thet 
Illo enim jure Divino Epiſcopis aquales eſſe ſtatuit. Th. 
That is, Epiphanius and Auſtin, and a few more of * the 
the Ancients reckon'd Aerius aHeretick ;And if to equal Vali- 
à Presbyter to a Biſhop be Heretical, then nothing can nem 
be Catholick. Ferom was altogether of Aeriuss Mind & 


about Presbyters ; for he judg d, they were equal to oft 
Eiſhops by Divine Right. 
THE fame is affirmed by Biſhop Morton, in his ters 
Catholick Appeal; as is to be ſeen in Hooker. Lib 1. 1 do 


Sea. 10. 16. — And fo the learned Dr. Reynolds, in if thi 
his Conference with Hart the Jefuit, ſpeaking ofthe O- Offic 
riginal of Biſhops, ſaith, © That at the Beginning, elſe : 
* when the Presbyters aſſembled themſelves, as they that 
© uſed to do, to conſult together for the better orde- faith 


© ring the Affairs of their reſpective Churches, whilſt - || - © accc 


they did it by common Council and Conſent, for the * the 

more orderly handling and concluding of Matters, © peat 
© they choſe one of themſelves to be the Preſident of wer 
© their Company, and Moderator of their Actions; ard Perl 
© that this was he whom afterwards in the Primitive Tit! 
© Church the Fathers called Biſhop : And fo the Name || © © Cha 
© of Biſhop, common to all Elders and Paſtors of the M 


Church, was by the uſual Language of the Fathers land : 


* appropriated to him, who had the Preſidentſhip over verſy 
< Elders, It is plain from this, what the Indgment of nent 
this learned Doctor was, of the Difference between a glad, 

Buhop and a Pres yter. 3 the R 


AND many other Authorities for the ſame Opi - der tl 
5 EEE nion 


8 (43) 
| nion amongſt our own Divines (and thoſe Epiſcopal» 


too) might be quoted. As Dr. Whire, in his Way 
to the true Church: And Dr. Field, of the Church: 


> And Doctor Forbes, a learned, Epiſcopal, Scotch Di- 
> vine, Profeſſor of Divinity at Aberdeen, in the Reign 
: of King James, or King Charles the 1ſt, whe, though 
; he was (as but few Men of eminent Learning in that 
Þ Nation have been) for the Government of the Church 


by Biſhops, yet was not for Epiſcopacy, as a ſuperior 1 
Order by divine Right; nor for 3 10 il 

er of Ordination from Presbyters, and for making 

e their Ordinations and Miniſtrations void : Who ſaith, 

. * That in all thoſe Churches, which are govern'd by 

f * the common Council of Presbyters without Biſhops. 

1 | Falidaet efficax eft Ordinatio, que ſit per Impeſitiox, 

I 

l 

) 


nem Manum ſolius Presbyterij, quin et &c. that 

is that Ordination, that is made by the Impoſition 
ol the Hands of the Presbytery only, is valid and ef- 

fectual; yea, and where there is a Biſhop, Presby- 
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; * ters may ordain by the Biſhop's Conſent, though he | 
do not join with them in laying on of Hands. And | 
if they may, it muſt be by a Power inherent to their | 


— 
. 


Office, and that Chriſt has joyned to their Office ; or 
elſe all the Biſhops in the World could not give them 
4 that Power, And Dr. Field in his Book De Eccleſiæ 
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I faith, © That when Ordinations by Presbyters were 

 - | - © accounted void, it's to be underſtood according to 4 

© the Rigour of Canons in Uſe in that Age, which ap- 'Y 
c pears (ſays he) by this, that Ordinations ſine 1rulo 4 


1 were null: That is, Ordinations by Biſhops of ſuch 
| < Perſons, as had no Place or Charge to give them a 
Title, were null by the 6:þ Canon of the Council of 
Chalcedon. 
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MAN Y other learned Men of the Church of Eng- 
land are quoted by others, as ſpeaking in this Contro- 
verſy to the ſame Purpoſe, For moſt of the more em1- 
nent Clergy, both for learning and Piety, were fo 

glad, and thankful to God for their Deliverance from 
the Romiſh Yoke, and ſo unwilling to be brought un- 
der that Bondage again, that, though the Epiſcopal 
f . 1 Gavern.. 


* 


e 3 

Government was ſet up and eſtabliſhed here at the Be- 
ginning of the Reformation, yet for three or fourſcore 
Years after, they were glad to join with the learned 
Divines of other reform d Churches, to defend their 
Ordinations and Miniſtry from the Aſſaults of the Po- 
Pith Writers, and to that End, to acknowledge the Pa- 
rity in Order between Biſhops and Presbyters, and a 
Power inherent in Presbyters to ordain, tho* they li- 
ked to have the Exerciſe of that Power under further 
Limitations and Reſtraints, than were approy'd of in o- 
ther reformed Charches: For they were well aware, 
that moſt of the Aiguments, that are brought by the 
the zealous Contenders for Epiſcopacy, as a ſuperior 
Order, and againſt Ordinations by Presbyters only 
as invalid, are the ſame for the moſt part, that Po- 
Piſh Writers uſed againſt Proteſtant Ordinations in ge- 


neral. And an Author well ſtudied in this Controver- , | . 


y does not ſtick to ſay, That our Engliſh Epiſco- 
* pacy hath ſcarce one Argument for its Defence, but 


what will indifterently ſerve the Popiſn Prelacy; and 


* that the Biſhops beſt Weapons have been conſecrated 
in the Jeſtit's School, and have been dextrouſly ma- 
* naged againſt the whole Reformation, 

SEVERA L Inſtances might be given of foreign 
Divines (who had only Ordination from Presbyters) 


coming over to England, and being ſuffered to exerciſe _ 


their Miniſtry here: And ſome of them receiv'd Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical Preferment, without being oblig'd to be 
re-ordain'd, in the Reign of Edward VI. and Queen 
Elizabeth, and King Fames I. | 
IN the Beginning of that King's Reign, when E- 
piſcopacy was to be {et up in Scotland, and three of- 
their Miniſters were brought up to Londen to be con- 
ſecrated Biſhops 3 when Andrews Biſhop of Ely ſaid, 
they muſt be firſt ordain'd before their Conſecration, 
as having receiv'd no Ordination from a Biſhop ; Ban- 
croft Biſhop of Canterbury maintain'd, that there was 
no Neceſſity for it, ſeeing where Biſhops could not be 
had, the Grdination given by Presbyters muſt be cf- 
teem'd lawiul ; otherwiſe it might be doubted, it there 


* 


TC 
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I 


C 
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3 (45) 
was any lawful Vocation in moſt of the reform'd 
Churches, This applauded to by the other Biſhops, 
Ely acquieſc d, and the three Biſhops were conſecrated. 
Sporſwood's Hiſtory, Dr. Peter Du-moulin, without be- 
ing re-ordam'd, was made Prebend of Canterbury, in 
the lame Reign of King Fames. I. 


THERE was hardly any of the Engliſh Divines, 


that writ for the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, as 2 
Superior Order, before the Reign of King Charles. I. 
Arch-Biſhop Lud, who flouriſh'd in that Reign, was 
a zealous promoter of it: Who aſſerted it in a Diſpu- 


tation tor his Degrees, for which Dr. Holland, King's 


Profeſſor of Divinity in Oxford, was much offended 
at him; and check'd him publickly, telling him, 
that he was a Schiſmatick, and went abeut to make 


a Diviſion between the Engliſh and other reform'd 
Churches; (which a great many now-adays make no 
Bones of doing.) By this Inſtance it appears, that this 


was a new Notion inthe Church of England, and look- 
ed upon as a Popiſh and Schiſmatical Tenet till then. 
And it 1s obſervable, that they of the Clergy, that 
ſhew a charitable Reſpect for the Papiſts, but are bit- 


ter Enemies to all their Proteſtant Country-Men, that 


diſlike their Church-Government; and are but ill af- 
fected to thoſe reformed Churches, that are not of their 
Way, (as of Scotland, Holland, France and Switzerland) 
are the zealous Difciples of the admired Patriarch. And 
many are of Opinion, (how truely I leave the World 
to judge) that our Danger of the return of Pepery, 
(and to be ſure of Lavery along with it) for fourſcore 
Years laſt paſt, has riſen chiefly from that Quarter. 
Wou'd God, we could ſay, we are out of all Dan- 


ger of it now 


AND the Judgment of the Univerſity of Oxford, 


ſet forth a few Years ago in a Letter to the Church 
of Geneva, owning their Miniſtry and Ordinances, is 
not ſo light a Matter in this Caſe, as ſome would 


fain make of it. For if the Miniſters of Geneva be 
Miniſters indeed, who have Ordination only from 
Presbyters, or Parochial Biſhops, then Presbyters ha ve 
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à Power to ordain ; and the Divine Right of Dioce- 
fans falls to the Ground, And one would think, that 


the Judgment of that Univerſity ſhould go a great 


Way, with the Clergy of the eftabliſh'd Church, to- 


wards deciding any Controverſy. | | 
THUS, I hope, I have both from Scripture and 


Antiquity ; the general Judgment of the firſtReformers, 
for at leaſt five Hundred and 50 Years laſt paſt; and 
of the reformed Churches, as ſoon as there were any 


ſettled ; and of the Church of England itſelf, though 
Epiſcopal, thro' ſeveral Reigns after the Reformation; 


even till Laud's Time: I think, I fay, I have ſuffici- 
ently clear'd and made out, that the Power of Ordain- 
ang'or Commiſſioning qualified Perſons to the Office 
of the ſacred Miniſtry does belong to the Biſhops or 
Elders of the Church : And that a Biſhop and a Presby- 
ter are one and the ſame Order; and that their Office, 
Power, and Work is the ſame by, Apoſtolical Inſtituti- 
on; and that therefore Ordinations perform'd by Preſ- 
byters having a paſtoral Care of Souls (who are truel 
and in a Goſpel-Senſe Biſhops) are as divinely valid, 
as by Biſhops of a dioceſan Form ; and that the Go- 
vernment of the Church by ſuch Biſhops is moſt agree- 
able to Scripture and primitive Pattern; and that 
therefore the reformed Churches, that have not, and 
Never would have Biſhops, are true Churches ; that 
their Ordinations and Miniſtrations are valid; and 
that ſo are thoſe of the proteſtant Diſſenters of England, 
that are perform'd by Presbyters, who are the ſame 
ſort of Officers, that Paul and Barnabas, Timothy and 
Titus, and the Teachers of the Church then made, for 
what has ever been prov'd to the contrary by any. 
ence (© 
580 That the People, that live in Communion with 
their Churches, and in Charity with their fellow Chriſ- 
tians, though differing from them in ſome Things, that 
are not eſſential to the true Faith and right Worſhip 
of God) may be fully ſatisfied, that they are of Chriſt's 
Catholick Church, and hold the Communion of Saints 
have received true and valid Baptiſm ; and attend 
4 2 * 2 88 4 * . . « F upon 


OE: A 

upon all Chriſt's Ordinances ; and are taught by his 
Miniſters ; and may expect hisBleſling in ſo doing, and 
the Communication of his Grace, and to attain eter- 
nal Salvation through Chrift, as much as they, that 
live in Communion with any Churches upon Earth. 

B UT leaſt Mr. Cantrell ſhould think himſelf neg- 
lected, I ſhall make a ſhort Reflexion on the Argu- 
ments, he offers to prove the Divine Right of Dioce- 
_ Epiſeopacy, and the Diſſenting Teachers no Mi- 
niſters. 

H E firſt infers it from the three Orders in the Jew- 
ih Miniſty; High-Prieſt, inferior Priefts, and Le- 
vites. Pag. 18, 19. Now, though I confeſs, I ſee not, 
what this Argument is grounded on, or how it comes 
to follow, that there muſt be three Orders in the Chrif- 
tian, becauſe there were three in the Jewiſh Church, 
yet one may ſuppoſe, that ſo learned a Man, as Mr. 
Cantrell may have heard before now, that it has had 


i8 

Anſwer, viz, THAT Chriſt himſelf ſucceeds in 
the room of the Jewiſh High-Prieſt : As he is in abur- 
dance of Texts in the New-Teſtament called our High- 
Prieſt, and in many Inſtances compared to the High- 
Prieſts under the Law; as e in one Thing 
moſt peculiar to their Office, vis. The High-Prieſt's 
entring once 4 Tear into the Holy of Holys with the 


Blood of the Sacrifices, to make Supplications and In- 
rerceffions for the Sins of the People; ſo Chrift baving 


offered himſelf a Sacrifice upon the Croſs, emer d into 
Heaven itſelf, there to appear in the Preſence of God 


for us, Heb. 9. 24. Now, let Mr. Cantrell prove, it 


hecan, that our Lord appointed any to ſucceed him 
in that Office: For his Expoſition of our Lord's 
Words to his Apoſtles a little before his Aſcention, 
As my Father bath ſent me, even ſo ſend J you, 
does it not at all. The Commiſſicn, our Lord gave 
his Apoſtles immediately follows thoſe Words; in 
which what is expreſs' d (that is preaching to all Na- 
tions and baptizing them) he takes no Notice of; be- 


cauſe he knows, Presbyters and Deacons too accor- 


ding 
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ding te them may do theſe. But what he thinks more 
to his Purpoſe (that is, . m6 Ordaining, t 
not eren d in their Commiſſion) he chuſes to take 
Notice of; becauſe he had a Mind to prove ſomething 
from it of his own Fancying. It is a much more juſt 
Obſervation from this Text made by them, Who con- 
tend for the Presbyters Power to do all the Work of 

the Goſpel-Miniftry ; that the more painful Part of 
the Work, and which is moſt profitable tor the Church, 
(and * therefore moſt honourable and important,) 

is aſſign'd to them; that is, Preaching the Word, 
Guidance in the publick Worſhip, and Adminiſtrati- 
on of the Sacramental Signs; the one, of Admiſſion 
into the Church; the other, of Communion with Chriſt 
and with his Church. And therefore the leſs painful, 
profitable, neceſſary and honourable Part of the Work. 
thould not be denied to belong to their Office, nor be 
aſſign d to a pretended ſuperior Order; that is, ruling 
the Church (which, as ſome learned Men have thought, 
islittleelſe, than a Paſtor's limiting the Exerciſe of 
his own miniſterial Acts according to the Divine Rule) 
and ſending forth more Labourers into the Vineyard, 

_ unleſs it had been expreſly, or by clear Conſequence 
fo order'd ; and we are not able to find it ſo in all the 
New-Teſtament. Now, that preaching the Goſpel, 
or explaining the Doctrine of Salvation by Chriſt, the 
Motives to embrace it, and the Way to attain to it, 
for promoting the Converſion of Sinners, and the 
Edification of the Body of Chriſt, and adminiſtring 
the ſacramental Signs, are the moſt neceſſary and 
important Work of the ſacred Miniſtry, will appear, 
if we conſider, that there is nothing elſe expreſly men- 
tioned in the Commiſſion, Chriſt gave his Apoſtles, 
Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing 

 *rhem——=teaching them to obſerve, &c. No doubt, 
but to be the Guides of God's publick Worſhip, even 
the whole of it, in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and to 
ſend forth more Labourers into the Lord's Harveſt to 
do theordinary Part of the Apoſtles Work, was inclu- 
ced in their Commiſſion ; but it is very likely, ** 
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RT P. eto a kithet, that; when the Apoll 
ad Sathered, and ſettled Churches, and ordam'd 
2 80 ox Paſtors over them, the principle Part of their 
Charge is always to the, bee rpoſe. As when Faul 
tl K, to call the El rs of the Church to 
m at Milerus; his Charge to em Is this, Take 

ou ſelves, and to 82571 the Floct, oder which 
*tbe 2 K. Ghoſt bath made you Bilbops, to feed the 


P.. Church ix Ge, which be hath purc chaſed with bis 


» WE Bleed Acts 20 28. They, that take heed 
) thei, and overſee them, are the ſame, that muſt 
feed them; vis. with the wholeſome Food of found 
octrine and Exhortation. The ſameè alf was the 
tter of his moſt ſolemn Charge to Timothy, 2. E, piſe 
; + os, 1, 2. v. © Icharge thee therefore before GY, 
by and the Lord Feſus ſus Chriſt, who fhall E Quick 
7 the Head at bis appearing. end big Ki SB, Preat 

t the Word, be inflant in Seaſon 1 on, re 

© rebuke, exbort, with all Lale Si Do KY 
All own, that Timothy, had a Power 65 Orttnation: 
Where does the Apoſtle deliver any Charge to bur 
about this in the like ſtri& and ſolemn Manner, 
about the other? Of the ſame Sort is the Abeſtie 
Preer's Exhortation to the Elders of the ſewiſh Diſperſi- 


34 


on. 1 Fi. 5. Ch. I, 2. b. The Elders which are among 


n exbort, feed the Flock of God, taking the Over- 
4 * he 3 (o/ Epiſe N thereof of, not by Coliftraint but 
© willvighy, - TRhoſe ia” hy the Apoſtle to Timor hy 
further confirm this, I. Eph; 5. 19. Let the Elders, 
aorei lle Honour; - pe- 
2 they that labour 7 95 Word and Do@r; riue. 
when the Apoſtles inſtituted the Office of Dea- 
TT to overſee the Poor, and be intruſted with the 
Charches Charity, they gave this as their Reaſon for 
* But we will give ourſelves cantinually ro 4 
9 to the Miniftry of the Mord; as taking 155 


to be the moſt neceſſary and important Pi of 1 


1 64 | 8 Woi k 


i 
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the Miniſtry of the Word, and Prayers, and Sacra- 

ents is the moſt. neceſſary and important Work of 

"The . Miniſtry : And not as Mr. Cantrell would 

inſinuate , Fag. 20. From our Lord's Werds, immedi- 

ately before 3 delivered to his Apoſtles their Commiſ- 

1 9 * As my Father bath ſe ent me, even 055 ſend I yen; 

chat; is, (faith he very Abra y) © As 

bad. commiſſioned him to gove and Ordain, fo fo he 

x; © autborized them to govern in 68 Abſence, an 70 

© ordain ot bers to ſucceed them, as tbey 22 Him: 
15 if to Govern and Ordain had been all, or the main 

Things, he was commiſſioning them to ; Whereas 

thing of it is mentioned in the Commiſſion, that 


immediately follows. Dr. Lightfoot's Conjecture quo- 


this, I think, it follows Aid " "ey 


ol by we we allow ; but it 25 n whit favour his 


ign. 


"AND now, I think, it appears from thisſingle Ar- 


ument, that none are fit to be entruſted with the 

ey of Doctrine, but ſuch as are fit for the Key of Diſ- 
is alſo; and that Chriſt and his Apoſtles never 
" deſigned theſe ſeveral Parts of the Work of the Miniſ- 
try to be put into the Hands of diſtinct Officers : It 
they had, 1 am fully ſatisfied, they would have gi- 
ven us ſomewhere a more diſtidc © 
ſignation of them, than is to be found in the Ne- Teſ- 
tament. And I think, I may be bold to ſay, that a 
wrong Uſe of the Key of Doctrine has done, and may 
do at leaſt as much Hurt, as an ill Uſe of the Key of 
Mine ine. Though I make no Doubt, but the j —— 

ini 
their Office, have a due Deference and Regard to the 
Jadgment and Advice of the Senior Paſtors. And I be- 


ieve ſo much was intended by the Apoſtle Perer in 
theſe. Words, Likewiſe ye Tanger ſubmit yourſelves 
"Cato the Elder; for in all the foregoing Verſes of 


that Chapter he 3 18 * ta the Paſtors of. the 
Church * | 


but 


the Father 


haracter and Pe. : 


ers ſhould, in the Exerciſe of all the Power of 
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BUT let 1 to his Argument from the jew. 


8 
. 


Iſh Priefthood, They had three Orders (ſays he) and 
ſo muſt the Chriſtian Church. Now, it we muſt have 


2 Vice: Chriſt upon Earth, or a Vicarions, vifible Head 


over the whole Church of God, as the'HighPrieft was 
to dhe Je Church, 


8 rin Church, then the Papiſts may be in the 
right in fixing dpon thePope for ſuch 4 ole; who ſtiles 
himſelf. Chriſt's Vicar, and aſſumes the Titles given 


ta our Lord by his Apoſtles ; by which pever a one 


of them aſſumed to himſelf, or gave to another, that 
is, of High- Prieſt and chief. Shepherd. But the Pro- 
teſtants, whoſe Principles I contend. for, own no ſuch - 
Apoſtle and High-Prieſt of cur Profeſſion, or Head o 
the Chriſtian; as the High- Prieſt under the Law was 
of the whole Jewiſh” Church, but the Lord Chrift © 
himſelt, of whom the Jewiſh High-Prieſt Was a Type. 
And in that Office and Relation to his Chureh, we de- 


ny him to have any Succeſſor, either inthe Apoſtles 


or any other: For even after his Aſcenſion he is ſtil! 


called our High- Prieſt, Heb. 4. 14, Seeing then 
. zhat we bave a great HightPric , that ts peſſetl into 


of the Fathers call him) our eternal High. Prieſt, 
and we acknowledge no other in this Relation. 
Mr. CA NT RE L L endeavours alſb to confirm 
his Argüment from the jewiſh Prieſthood, for the 


the Heavens, Fei the Son of God," He is (as ſome 


three Orders in the Chriſtian Church, of Biſhop, Prieſt 
and Deacon, with that of Chriſt's chooſing firſt x11 * 


of his iſciples, (whom he called Apoſtles) that they 

might be with him for ſome Time to hearhis Doctrine, 
ſee his Miracles, and be inſtructed by him; that he 
might ſend them forth to preach up and down Juda 


« firſt, and work Miracles to confirm their Doctrine: 
As we -tead, Luke 6. Chap. 13. v. And 9. Chap. * 


2. v. And becauſe the Harveſt was great and the La- 


bourers few, he afterwards choſe and ſent” forth ſe. 


7enty more of his Diſciples, 10. Cha. 1, 2, v. And” 
whereas, it is hence infer d. that Chriſt , appointed diſ. ; 


tinck Orders among the Teachers of his Church; let” 
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it be here obſery'd, 2 rations, . 
the Powers, =p ths = the Lone 180 'of *. : 
tative, and: leventy, ag. wal ap : 


that reads the oo Corps in the Goſpels, PEEL 
4 ling and ſeuding them forth: Which is, 

a better Argument, that they w ere pot oF Boat Or- 
dens, than their Nang ſent Sy at different Times, 

in different um e | 

the Mines of the twelve, being recorded, and not of 
the ſeventy, the Reaſon of that ſeems to be this: 
That whereas they were all ſent at firſt only to the 
loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, our Lord after his 
Death = Reſurrection ſent the eee to be the 
Preachers and Witneſſes of him to all Nations, endu - 
ed with all Powers to gather and ſettle his Catholick 
Church, and to provide for the ordering of it to the 
End of Time, But why be fixed upon the Number of 
twelve, neither more nor fewer, to preach his Goſ- - 
pel among all Nations, and- why that Twelve rather 
than any other Perſons; let him give a Reaſon, that 
can, rea that thinks it worth while. But to ſupport 


rs is, that they were. As for 


his Argument of the Diſtinction of Orders from Chriſt's 


ſending forth the twelve rſt, and then the . — 
he tells us. It is, very remarkable, that when there 
* wasa Vacangy in the Apoſtolate by the Death of 

* any of the Apoſtles, an Election was made of one of 
the ſecond and lower Order, to fill it up, that is (as 
<he ſaith after) out of the 70. Pag. 19. And this he 
has from Dorocbeus, Biſhop of Trax Now, I utterly 
reject the Authority,” this en leans upon, for 
ſeveral Reaſons. Foſt, becaule he wrote not within the 
firſt three Centuries ; and it may be (for all Mr. Can- 
zrell tells us) not in the three Sing Centuries: For 
he only ſaith, that he wrote above a Thouſand Years 
ago; and that he might have done, and not” have 
wrote till after the ſixth Century. But I can tell him, 
that he is ſaid to have written in the fourth C | 
Tho' it is much to be queſtioned, whether he wrote 
that Book at all; for I 2 not find, that the learned 


* does mention him as 3 Writer 3 in the fuſt 1 
en 


or Diocelſes; as of Nun being 


 Commilllion; Go and teseh all Nations,” c. And 


ol the Apoſtles, his Place Was filled FE run 
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Mr. Cane 

ſe d awn as an 15 — Truth. Again, he makes 
Toy Paul reprehended at Antioch, to be on 

of ſeventy, and Arent krom Feier. And further 
this Dorieheus gives us a0 incredible-aceount of the" 
Apoſtles” E for themſelves particular Churcheu 
Bithop-of the Churd 
at area, and Peter at Nome. Which was a 1 
contrary to the Work exprelly aſſignd them in wa 


inconſiſtent with the Apeſtolick Offive, a8 Dr. Baro 


argues in the Place above mentioned. TT hope by this 
Time Thave ſufficiently anſwered his: 


t Hm 
the Jewiſh Prieſthocd; and from Chrift'sſending fort 
firft twelve, then ſeventy of his Diſeiples, to 4 * 


and work W Miracles; and that after the Death — 


vent 
AT for the Argittnints he: bri bert, From Th: 
rb and Titus, they have been ſu ently confided” 


already. And note here, that the learned Dr. Vbinsy, 


in his Expoſition'of the New-Teftament, affirms, that 
the Divine Right of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy cannot be 


_ prov'd from the Inſtances of Timothy and Titus. And 


— learned Men in the Church think, that if I. 
metby and Titus were any ſort of Biſhops, at all, they: 
were Areh - Biſhops; which does not make for the 
Cauſe of Dioceſan Epiſcopa opacy. 

As for the Argument he offers nent, (forl think,” 


Itake them in the Order, he has laid them) from St. 


Lay 2 Biſhop of Jeruſalem, in the Apoſtles D 
This Argument is advanc d with great = vom and At. 


ſurance by a late Author, in a Book (from which E 


ſuppoſe our Author has taken it) entituled, The Di- 
vine Right of Epiſcopacy aſſerted ; with a Preface 
writ by Dr. Hicks, The Argument is recited N 


A i - — — s — * — . 922 — r 
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| | (54) ) "is; 
— — of the Office of a Scxipture Bi- 
ſhep, from . the End. Ame 71 *- 
it appear, that this Argument performs as little for 
them, that advance it, as they promiſe themſelves 
es ſor his Argument from the Angels of the ſeven 
Alan Churches, I have ſpoke to that before, and ſhall 
have Occaſion hereafter to ſay a little more to it. And 
here he threats (it. Occaſion be given him) to clear it 
further by the unanimous Conſent and Suffrage of the 
Ancient Writers, that they were the Biſhops and Go- 
Din Hkeienty Ree, 
prov'd that, ({ince it has heen ently prov” 
that thoſe Chuxches were only particular, Parochial 8 
' Charches, or ſingle Congregations of Chriſtians, each 
under their preper Paſtor) he will have proved even as 
much for his Purpoſe, (that is, for the Divine Right 
of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy) as if he had prov' d himſelf 
Vicar of St, Atmund s. How many are ediſied by the 
Thing being ſo, I am not to account for; he had beſt 
look to that: But I may venture to ſay, there would 
not many be edified by the Proof of it. And here he 
cannot forbear inſulting his Neighbour upon his pre- 
ſumed unacquaintance with the Ancient Writers; as 
it his own; Knowledge of that ſort were wonderful 
great. Salomon in his Proverbs ſays, That 4 Man f 
Underſtanding is of a cool Spirit: What Title then 
belongs to him, that isof ſuch a hot and haughty Spi- 
rit. Leave the Reader to infer... . _ ks 
NEX T he produces Arguments from St. Clements 
and Ignatius s Epiſtles, In his firſt Quotation, Pag. 
26; Idefire the Reader to note, that this very Anci- 
ent Writer, {peaking of the different Orders of Mini- 
ters, does here and in other Places mention only Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons. If Presby ters were a diſtinct Or- 
der, .how comes Clement to omit it? But it is plain, 
(I had Occaſion to mention before) that this An- 
cient Father, who lived in the Apoſtles Age, ſpoke 
410 in their Stile, taking Biſbops and Presbyters for 


tue 


— 


3 1 | 
7 the ſame Officers in the Church. \AndTdeſire; it n 
be here further taken Notice of, that hen this very 
Epiſtle of Clement to the Grrintbiamt was writ, this 
3 even at Rome was only one particular, 
Farochal Church; as alfo was that at Cœinth sc 
appears from the firſt Page of this Epiſtle Ex, 
ee dea, Oc. The Church of God pariſning at Rowe 
tothe Church of God pariſhing It Coins. But I muſt 
not paſs by one paſſage in this Epiſtle, which Mr. 
I. Cantrell lays much Streſs upon: And that is, that St. 
Clement ſpeaking of the Care, that muſt be taken, as 
to the Perſons that miniſter in Church- Services, where 
by he ſuggeſts, that every Chriſtian mult not under- 
| take in that Work; for as there are appointed Sea- 
ſons, fo there are appointed Perſons for Miniſtring in 
the Worſhip and Service of God, he minds them he 
writes to, that in the Jewiſh Church there were Mi- 
nmniſters appointed, the High- Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites, 
which had each their proper Place and Service. From 
theſe Words of St. Clement our Author preſently infers 
(gas a clear Conſequence) the threefold Order in the 
Chriſtian Church, of Biſhop, Prieſt and Deacon. Where- 
as Clement, who only makes uſe of i this as an Argu- 
ment, that there ought to be Miniſters appointed for 
the Service of the Chriſtian- Church, goes on in the i 
following Part of the ſame Epiſtle to tell the Corn: !; 


BOL $ 


+ -| rhians (who were then quarelling with their Presby- ö 
ters) that the Apoſtles out of the Firſt· fruits of their þ 
Converſions appointed Biſhops and' Deacons. And he | 


tells them again in a following Section, that the A- 
poſtles, who knew, that Conteſts would ariſe con- 

/ , ||  cerning the Epilcopacy or Overſight and Government 
of the Chureh, appointed whom we mentioned he- | 

| fore, that is, Biſhops and Deacons. He mentions m 1 
both Places no other but theſe two Orders. And in 
the ſame Epiſtle, Sec. 44th. he faith, * It would be 
no {mall Sin, if we caſt thoſe Presbyters, ho hade 

© behaved themſelves worthily, out of the Epiſcopal 
Office. Add to this that it was not unuſual with the 
Fathers to eall Jeſus Chriſt our sternal High- Prieſt. 

| = = 
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— Tea the EY. A : . 
amore juſt, Ileayve the judicioug Reader ES 
„As for Isis Epiſtles, ſame Lach ben Ff 
d to be ſphrious And the reſt are by ſomę learned C0 
en ſuſpected not to be Genuine, or tairly ang taith- me 
Ally handed down to us, 'T ke refer the Reader to * or 


Shar have ge r 15 my Le e — 

p | 7 deſire ere to take not 1 

S L Liber Me Cantrell takes of ** WE or 
plaineſt Words, to make then 1 ee | 


the bottom ot the 28th. Page 
ing hiniſelf in theſe 3 Akt the 
* or two be of ſuch force, as we . 3 of 4 
Ho much mote powerfull 1hall that of the Biſhop 
and l the whole Church be! He therefore that does nat | . eve 
* come together inte the lime Place, Kc. That is 
faith Mr. Cantrell) the Church;-where the . 
ISC commiſion d by officiate, Here 
note, Iguariuts Words are, 4% n a. Hiro one Place, (| 
or into the ſame Place; which Mr Cantrell would have 
us underſtand to be the Church, where the Biſhop of- 
Kciates ; or all the Churches, wherever any of his Cler- 
gy officiate. - Beſides Was there ever a more forced 
aud arbit Interpretation of the plaineſt Words, to 
make em ſerve a turn, and mean as he weuld have 
them; for being in one and the ſame Place, and in a 
Hundred different Places, is the ſame thing 18 
-to>this Interpretation. Becauſe Mr Camel has | 
the Notion of a Dioceſan Church deeply fix'd in 
jů Mind, he will needs fancy that it was Aviv 
[whereas 150 Years after Jyngtius's Time, the Church 
«of Autioch, : whereof Ignatius was Biſhop, was no larg- 
der a Diooels, than that the whole Church could meet _ 
din one Rlace, not in Mr. Cantrel lis ſenſe, bnt in one 
Houſe, as! malle in Euſehiug, dlc r At. 
2. A is pro d by the Author of the Enquiry into the Gou- 
— Difeiphu, Unity ms of the Primitive 


Church 


31 
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AD having produc' d ſome Quotations from Cle. 
wen:'s and Euatiut s Epiſtles, our Author proceeds, p. 
33. To pronounce all, that are not of his Mind about 
Epiſcopacy ſo blind, as to be utterly unca of 
conviction, if they be not convinced by ſuch plain De- 
monftration, as he brings from thoſe Fathers in five 
or fix of the foregoing Pages. Alas) Whither wall 
-cauſe, and furious Self-conceit 
r. Cantrell think, that the preſent 
or former Ages were ignorant of theſe Arguments till 
now, or had not as well conſider d them, as he? Or, 
that they were never ſet in ſo goed a Light before? 
It might have prevented this confident Talk, if Mr 

Cantrell had but known or conſidered, that theſe 

Churches, to whom theſe Epiſtles were writ, (and 

even Ignatiuss own Church at Antioch) were but par- 


_ticular or Parochial Churches, each of them making 


but one Sago worlkipging Aſſembly, havinga Biſhop 
or Chief Paſtor, who had Presbyters to aſſiſt him, more or 
fewer, as the State of the Church required, who acted 
under the Inſpection and Direction of the Biſhop as it 
1s in ſome of our larger Engliſh Pariſhes, where the 
Rector has two or three, or may be four Curates under 
him. And it is moſt plain from the Writings of thoſe 
early Fathers, that the Biſhop in thoſe Times, as he 


had but one Parochial Church, and for a long time af- 


ter, ſo he claim'd no more Superiority or Power over 
the Presbyters, than our Rector does over his Curates. 


And it is alſo very manifeft from thoſe early Records 


will fay then, what di 


ef the Church, that the Presbyters took part with the 
Biſhop, and join d with him in the whole and every 
part of the Work of his Miniſtry, as of publick Pray- 
ers, Preaching, Adminiftring both Sacraments, Con- 
firming, Ordaining and paſſing Church Cenſures; you 

5 
Biſhop and his Presbyters ? It was this; That t — 
Gi of the Church were manag'd and order'd by the 
Biſhops direction, and 2 ut his conſent, Theſo 
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Things are, I think, to the purpoſe, ind ſhew the 


weakneſs of Mr. Cantrelłs Demonftrative Evidence 


of what he would deduce from Clements and Ignatius s 


Epiſtles. And he, that would ſee theſe Things con- 
vincingly prov'd, may find them ſo in the Book late» 


ly mentioned, entitled. An Enquiry into the Confliiu- | 


7:01, &c. (ſuppoſed to be writ: by Sr. Peter King) in 
the former Part of it; and in another, printed about 
two Vears ago at London, continuing the Controver- 
ſy about Epiſcopacy between Mr. Boyſe of Dublin, 


and Mr. Drury, entituled A: clear, Acc ount of the Au- 


cient' Epiſcopacy, proving it to have been \Parochial, &c. 


PAGE 34. He gives us ſome Paſſages out of Her- 
mass Viſions and Similitudes : But he that can fee 
any Thing in em to Mr. Canrrell's purpoſe, muſt be 

as clear - ſighted as himſelf, Of Biſhops that Author 
ſays, they were Governors of Churches: And who 
denies that? And that they were ſet over inferior 
Miniſters: And who denies that? The Deacons to 
whom the Name of Miniſters very properly belongs, 
were inferior, and ſubject to the Biſhops. And in the 

Wo (and he 
might have ſaid ſeveral others of the Ancients) calls 


lame Page he tells us, that Fuſtin 


the Biſhop the Preſident in Religious Aſſemblies. Can 
any Man alive think theſe Arguments of Validity, 


to prove the Divine Right of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy 3. 
and to ſupport a Principle of fuch Importance (with 


the Papiſts and ſome few Proteſtants) as to to make the. 
Churches Peace and Unity, and every Man's Chiil-. 
tlie Saen, eee i nA 
AND let the unbyaſs d Reader judge of this, 
Author's flagrant Authorities, (as he calls em) that: 


he has urged from Scripture and the Ancient Fathers. 


Asfor the Notion of the primitive Biſhop's, being only 
a Paſtor of a particular Congregation, he tells us the: 
fixſt Man he can find, that this Whim of the Brain 
ces its original to, was Mr. David Clarkſon ; He is, 
it ſeeſps, but litt le acquainted with thoſe, that Write 
againſt his Whims, He recommends the unpre jud ie, d 
Keader for Satisfaction in that matter to Dr. — | 


—— 2 * — - ww - 
- 


. 


Plenty of his Presbyters, and the great N 
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Anſwer to Mr. Carkſon;, And I defire him when he has 


read that, to be at the pains to read Mr. Baxter's 
Treatife of Epiſcopacy, written many Years before 
Mr Clarkſon's > and then he will be able to judge, 
what Foundation this Whim has in Scripture and An- 


: tiquity, better than by taking Mr. Cantrell s Word 


K | 
PAGE, 39. He quotes Cyprian, as pe ige of the 
] byters, mber of 
Ins Clergy. To this I oppoſe Sr. Peter King's ten cir- 


cumſtantial Reaſons taken cut of Cyprian s own Wri- 
tings, to prove, that the Chriſtians of the Church at 


Carthage, whereof Cyprian was Biſhop, were no more 
in Number, than are now in our Pariſhes, And this 
(ſaith he) is evident from Scores of Paſſages in the Wri- 
tings of Cyprian, Pag. 34, 35, 36, 37. of bis Enqui- 
ry into the Conſtitution, &c, MY 

IN the ſame 39th Page, Mr. Cantrell tell us, that 
Cornelius Biſhop of Rome in ſome of his Writings (but 
he does not tell us where) mentions 46 Presbyters, 
he had with him in that City. That the Church at 
Rome was in Clement's Time but one individaal, Pa- 
rochial Church, was ſhewn before. And Sr. P:ter 


King offers ſeveral Circumſtances to prove it likely, 
that there was but one worſhiping Aſſembly; that 
they had but one Altar, and Place for publick Wor- 
ſhip, even when Cornelius was Biſhop there, Pag. 22, 
33. But what if Cornelius ſpeaks of 46 Presbyters being 
with him at Rome? Since we know not the Context, 
ve are left to gueſs at his Senſe. The Words fer down by 
Mr. Cantrell: do not neceſſarily ſuppoſe him to ſpeak 
of thoſe 46 Presbyters, as being under him, or being 
his Presbyters, that afliſted him in his Church or Di- 
*oceſs. And what, if there happened to be: ſo many 


Presbyters at Rome upon ſome certain Occaſion, at the 


Time when Cornelius wrote that Paſſage ?. If they were 


not his proper Presbyters, that officiated under him, 


what is this to Mr. Cantrell's Purpoſe? And.this is 
; very £ unlikely to one, that: confeders. the Raglons ol 
Saint it, juſt above refer d to. But ut; Gneis s 
r »:: + non wet gas 
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|” Words be tobe taken in Mr. ConrrelPsSenſe; yet it will 


not ſerve his Deſign : For we own, it was cu in 
that Century to have a great Number of Presbyters, 
and all belonging to one Congregation, or particular 
Church. And of ſome Churches it is ſaid, that they 
Had almoſt as many Presbyters, as Lay-Chriſtians, 


as Gregory of Neoceſarea is {aid to have had, when he 


took the Charge of a ſmall Church in that City. For 
in aTime of Perſecution, (which theChurch was ſeldom 
long free from, the firſt three Hundred Years) there 
was Occaſion, as it is eaſy to imagine, for the Ser- 


vice of more Elders ina Church than in a Time of 


Peace. But according to Dr. Williams's Account re- 
ferd to Page 19, it is very rational to think that as 
the Churches were firſt planted in Cities and chief 
Towns, and had Elders or Biſhops ſet over them, by 


thoſe Cities multiplied and grew too numerous for one 


Aſſembly, there was a Neceſſity that the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies ſhould be multiplied, and that they ſnou ld 
Have Elders to officiate and overſee em, or be their 


Biſhops ; for that which it becomes impoſſible for 
one to do, muſt be done by more; and it is very na- 
tural to think, that if the firſt Biſhop, or Biſhops of 
ehe Church, in ſuch or ſuch 2 2 d any Elders 
in that firſt Church, that could be fpared rom the 
Service and Care of it, they would recommend and 


appoint theſe to the Overſight of the newSociety,or elſe 


would ordain ſuch for em as they thought proper: 
And fo again others as Occaſion rt” wh more 
new Churches or Congregations might derive or iſſue 


from the former. And when they had thus ordain d 
and ſet Elders over the new created Churches, they 


were as much Biſhops as they that ordain'd em, be- 


cauſe it was the Ordinance of Chriſt that the Elders 


ſhould feed the Flock, and take the Overſight or E- 
iſcopacy thereof, and that a Succeſſion of Miniſters 
ould be ordain'd by laying on of the Hands of the 
Elderſhipor Presbytery. For it 3s ſurely not the Will 


er Intention of the Perſon ordaining, be he called 


Biſhop, 


the Apoſtles, or Evangeliſt ſo, as the Chriſtians in 
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Biſhop, or Arch-Biſhop, or whatever Men pleaſe, 


; * 


that makes a Man an Elder, or Officer in the Church, 


and it is ſtrange how ſuch a weak Conceit ever came 
to paſs for an Argument in this Controverſy with 
Men of any Senſe and Learning) but it is thatWill and 
Ordinance of Chrift the only Head and Law-giver 
of the univerſal Church, and the Act of the Ordainer, 
directed and regulated by Chriſt's Ordinance, that 
conſtitutes an Elder in the Chriſtian Church, and 


|| veſts him with all the Powers belonging to that Office. 
- Now when Churches came thus to be multiplied in 
Cities, by the encreaſe of Chriſtians in them, and the 


Countries adjacent; and Presbyters came allo to be 
multiplyed by the ſame Means; it 1s further natu- 


ral to think that the new-gathered Churches, and 
their Paſtors too, would have a chief Reſpe& to the 


firſt, moſt ancient or Mother Church as it came to be 
called, becauſe the reſt ſprung from it; and to the Paſ- 
tor of that Church for his Care and Help to ſettle 
thoſe Churches, and ordain Elders over them; and 
whereas they were at firſt (as Ferom ſaith) govern d 
by the common Suffrage and Conſent of all the Pres- 
byters, yet they ſoon agreed as he alſo ſaith, to chuſe 


one of their Number to be their Preſident or chief 


Presbyter, upon whom they confer'd particular Pow- 
ers and Honours, and to whom the Title of Biſhop 


-- was appropriated. This they did as the ſame Father 
ſays, in Schismatis Remedium, as a Remedy againſt 


Schiſm. Hoping, no doubt that his Wiſdom, Learn- 


ang and Authority would be as a Center of Unity to 


*em ; whole Authority and Dignity among them muſt 


needs be conſiderable, after he was entruſted with the 


Churches Charity in that City, and with the chief, 


or ſole diſpoſal of it, which was collected for the 


Maintenance of the Clergy, and Relief of the Poor; 


- and after ey had agreed that Ordinations ſhould 
not ordinarily 


be made, nor Church Cenſures 
{sd without him. But how much this Expedient 
tell ſhort of producing that bleſſed End of Church U- 


nity, the Church has found by woful Experience for 
- many 
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were, (while the Church continued under Perlecutions;) 
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here does Cornelius. ſpeak of thoſe Presbyters as be- 
ing under him, ox ſubject to him? As the Presbyters Eb, 
confeſſedly now axe to the Biſhop of a Dioceſan Church. 5 A 
Mibave been the larger in conſidering the Argument the. 
rom Cyprian and Cornelius, becauſe it is the moſt plau- are a 
-Able'one to ſupport,theCauſe it is brought for, that Mr. 4 th, 
[Cantrell has produc'd, who it ſeems was unacgquainted but 
With the Rile of eminent Epiſcopacy, and how the oth 
'Presbyters of a City, Church or Churches came to ad- 
Mance one of their own Number above the reſt (as Fe- and 8 
romꝭ Phraſeth it, quod autem unus, cateris freporierene.) 
andagreed to certainReftraints that limited theExercile 
of; ſome of the Powers belonging to their Office, and 
this is ſaid to have begun about the middle of the ſe- 
condCentury; but that from theBeginning it was not 


. does appeat from the Scripture:Accountof the Mg. 
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ww 


. 


- b 


FFP 


3 #7 4 ok 1 EY Pe n 
ter, and from the 1 7 * of Clemeur and Polycarp. He 
might have ſpar'd all the vaporing and ourifhing he 
makes in his 41 Page. Where fuppoſing ſuch a Change 
from the Government of the Church, by Presbyters or 
Paxiſh Biſhops, to that by Diocefans, h& wonders that 
no.quick-lighted Presbyterian had ever made a Diico- 
very of it, and out-cry againſt it, Even Jerome who 
lived in the fourth Century, was one of thoſe quick. 
ghted Presbyterians who prov'd from St. PauPs. Wri- 


Presbyfer. I know ſome have objected againſt this, 
that Ballage in Ferom, quid enim facit Epiſcopus, quod 
uon etiam facit Presbyter, excepta Ordinatione, What 
does 4 Biſhop that a Presbyter does not alſo do, ex- 
cept Ordination? T anſwer, Ferom muſt here be uf. 
derſtood to ſpeak with Reſpe& to the Cuſtom. of the 


Church in his Days, and for ſome Time before: Bat 


to underſtand him as if he meant that Ordination does 


- the Apo 


not belong to the Presbyters Office, would be to mike 
him contradict all the Arguinents and Proofs he had 


© offer d for the original parity of Biſhop and Presby- * 


ter; ſome of which I have taken Notice of before.” 
By the Air and Aſſurance Mr. Cantrell talks with n 
that, 41 Page. A Man that is not cenſorious would be 
apt to think that he takes himſelf for a great Maſter 
in Antiquity, and that nothing has been done ſince 
Rles Age, relating to the Church, which there” 
afe any Records of, but what he is well acquainted 
with. What Mr. Cant rell's Vertues are I do not knew, | 


bit T have known ſome in the World, that have little © 


other good in em beſides a good Conteit of themſelves : . 
| Ihe will read Dr. Field of the Church, his third Book, 
and Chemnitius's Examen Eonc. Tridenti de Sqcrawents © 
Ordinis, he may find that all the learned World was 
not ſo long ſilent as he has unagin'd, about the Riſe 


ol eminent Epiſcopacy. 


AG E 42. 43. He would have us believe ghat- 
Calvin and Beza were for Epiſcopacy. and applauded- 
the Engliſh form of Church Government under Digees, 
ſins: Now, what can we thank of a Man ang 
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tings the original Parity and Identity of Biſhop and 
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Al, that know any thing of Calvin and Ben, 
that they were principal Founders and Promoters 
Presbyterial Church Government throughout the Re- 
formed Churches; And ſo might he if he, would give | 
himſelf the trouble to read their Writings. ' How odd 
wou d it look, if a Man ſhould glean any Scraps out of 
Dodwel, Hicke or Lesley, to prove the equality of Miniſ - 
ters? Or that Biſhop and 5 o hordeat the ſame Order. 
What! argue from Calvin and „and the Divines f 
Geneva, for the divine Right of Dioceſan Epiſcopaey i 
Does it not argue a Man's Cauſe to be but ill when be 

is put to ſuch miſerable Shifts to defend it; and tha 
2 Man is either in jeſt, or has a hard Front that can of- 


n 


fer ſo to impole upon the World? _ 3 
NEX to this, our Author tells us of ſome of the | 
reformed Miniſters, (and mentions for one, Mr. Claude,. 
a French Miniſter of great Fame) that have expreſs'd # B 
themſelves reſpectfully towards the Church of England, 
and her Government by Biſhops. if this were all, 
we ſhould haye let it paſs, without thinking ourſelves 
touch'd with it at all. They that are acquainted with 
the State of the Chriſtian World, cannot think mean- 
1y or deſpicably of the Church of England: And the 
moderate Non-Conformiſts (who ſtill affect that diſtin- 
guiſhing Title; Becauſe they account Moderation ſtil! | 
a Vextue, after all that B Secheverell, Mr. Cantrel, 
and ſuch like have ſaid againſt it) have an Honour for 
our National Church, and the many bright Ornaments 
in it both for Learning and Ty ; tho they have lit- 
tle Reaſon to have any great Value for a E 3 
1 in it. Iverily believe there have not been more | >| 
excellent Biſhops, for true Learning and Piety inthe 
hriſtian World, fince Dioceſan Epiſcopacy had a 
being, than the Engliſh Biſhops in Queen and. 
_ Elizabeth's Reign, and thoſe of this preſent. 
, including the two late moſt worthy thoroughly. 
Proteſtant Arch: Bihops. May the Church of God in 
Englandne ver want ſuch Biſhops, or ſuperior i 
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- Proteſtants ant two of the Ne 


4 Deile toi 1 a6 4-40 | 
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Ser ſeme abends rathers) like then 10 pie 
Becleſiaſtical Matters. 111. 3 18 75 

U bur Amber tele de be that 7 bi. 
vines: nachdem 7 Schilm, and make an inc i- 
penſible Neceſl: ty hein E py 70 bnd 810 presby- 
tery in Hauce. Mr. C i Thou d have reter dus q 


the French Chuschs ſubmi won to Pics liytery,, 


Schiſin; for we arg hot Wit ing ton Ce dit, jt; u ne 


many. of the: French L roteſtanis themſelves, ih, I ud 
aud in Dublin, continue to this Day their S. R ration; 


trom the Eſtabliſ d Church z, F at. 346; Mey: 


have ſo much kern 1 ccuragement - frem, 


the Government te per! {wad e;the em. Fe coungo 0 K 28 to 


offer upon that Cm ifion tg rgyide them C:urcies, 
for ther publick-Worſhnp, and matutenay, Ce. or eur, 
3 et en rather cle 9 45 of em) to, ins 
eſe Things at ther own ces that the 
— their -own;way. of Wa Difapline. | 
iim there are two Churches of. the C 1 1 


Things we know to be true. Bel 92 * 2 
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1 & Reverence; If he had nd ne rien RS 
38 Chrittiavi:y Was carried cher (i Wall Ea as that * 
= ot bis learned Author) he had made us à little mare 
{| - Tnowing: But ſince he has left us togueſs at that, we 
may 1 it moſt likely, that it was done by ſome 
Komiſh Miſſionaries (as it was in ſuuia and Chas) 
and when they $a _ the eee rol 
_ Chriſtianity, t up two Dioceſans among — 
te en Governors. Oh, famous proot H 
_ . the Divine Right of Diaceſan Epiſcopacy ! who can 
reſiſt the force of it. but the Man that is utterly unca- 
pable ot Conviction? 1 ſe it will effect 


much towards prov t it is brought for, Fg 
learned Author Jan beable to do towards perſwad · 
4 Ing 4 certain Gentleman at Bar-le-Duc to become a 


true Proteſtant As for his Story of the Bobewian | ** 
Confeſlors, taken out of Dr:-Dwel, about ſending ſome ,: - 
of thei: Miniſters to be conſecrated by fome Biſhops of | 
the Wildenſes, I think the — 1 rectĩve Satitac- | - 
tion as to this, it he look back, and conſider what has 
La ** faid of the Faldenſes; and their followers, ag 29. 
uppoſe, 1 I need take no further notice of his challen- 
E's ts 11 any Time, or give any Inftance of the 
N otberwiſe ther d Dioceſan Bi- 
mops, for fl *. Bed Year aſter 2 ſince he 
may find fo many among the Proots already given for _ 
the Presbyter's & 19 Ordain, and to do all the 12 
Work of the Epiſcopal Office. * 
And now, I am not Senſible that I have paſs'd by | - 
any of Mr. 'Conrell's Arguments, without giving ie 
Gme Anſwer, how ſatisfy! every Reader muſt judge 2 
for himſelf. And by the little that has been faid, the”) 1 
Reader may be ſomewhat able to judge of the Demon- E, 
firative Evidence of em; and of that darling Noticn 
ef the Divine Right of Dicceſan Fpiſecopscy, which 
fome have advanced into a Theological Principle, and 
cContend as earneſtly for, as an Abticle of Fanky and 
Whether indeed it be of that clear certainty and vaſt 
Importance, as 16 be fit to be made the = and | 


& — the Urity, Peace and * of => | 
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IN, Tad them chat would, and ond them cut ol Tr 


5 themſe ves N the truely decretory Senteiice of the | 


3 ence; and that to this eve Subject is bound upon 
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cumſcrib d within the nao Limits (for ſo t 
) of the E 


N worthy 
of his Appendix ahove mentioned, It this Principle 
be not groſly $chilingtical, 1 know not wha t Schitin 

*.means. Let our Author and his Friends remember, it 
© was Diotrepbss's Crime, that as he lov d the Preemie 
* nence, ſo he, inſtead of receiving the Brethren, lor 


* 3. Ep. Fobn 9, 10. v. duch uncharitable excluders 
* Others, the greateſt bazard of being exclud 
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only Unive herd and Biſhop of our Souls 
Aud it is remarkable, that when'this' Party have any 
pes to prevail with eur Civil Governours to bac 
heir Ecclefiaſtical Cenfures with penal Laws and 
8 Severities, they are ready to make them 8 
men of their Aff 1 2 to make their Power 
folute: Are for perſwadivg em, that the Prince's 


is is the Rule z Means 0 the Subject's Obedi- 


to yeild an abſolute Obedience: 
aware, that Perſecution in td 
without Tyranny or an Are 


12 of Damnatio 
or they are well 
Church cant ſubſi 
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ditrary Power in "the Kite How much it has been 

I in former Reigns, no further of than the laſt Cen- 
. bs yet freſh in Mens Minds; and nothing need to 


8 aid of what has been tranſacted of late. It is for his 
15 ſervice in this cauſe, that, that worthy Gentleman 


' the famous Dr. deſerves (in our Author's * rn A 
very Church-Man's moſt grateful Acknowledgements, 
He ſhou'd Have ſaid, every true Church-Man for 
Mr Centrell knows, there's a pack of falſe Brethren, 

who think they owe the Dr. no Thanks for that emi- 
nent Service; of which Number were the Commons, 
that Impeach'd, and the Lords, that Condemn'd him. 


And I believe but few of them have been brought to 
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ee} >the Unity, ot the Spirit. in the Bond o Peace; 
3 to BE Apyftles Advice, Eb. 4. Chap, 3. b. 

And aye OU 15 ay: Hem better tavght, than 15 in 
e t holding ie Divine Right of Lioc n Epiſcopa-· 
5 or the Neceſſi 10 af Epiſcopal 8 to aß A i 
1 is the Unity of the Spirit, er,auy Thing belang 


Fe to it. They, , Far read carefully t e three or fn 


. Fllowing | Verſes, wi be beiter pe AY And as 


Apt meals for keeping the Ua of the Spirit in t. d = 
| Band of Peace, the Apoſtle in the foregoing Verſe re- 


commends the Practice of Lowlineſs and Meeknelz, 
and L ng-ſuffering, and forbearit ing gre another in 
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good Paraphraſe bs, in his late ta 
&f Dr. Cl. Controvenſial Writings, 
II ſait h he) ſtill remain an eternal ruth that 3 
Temper of Mind, l and: a:meek anch charitable' 

4 ſitii n of Seulare Qualtficatoneahlaytely n ih 
© eifherts diſcdveR Truth our lle to 1 SATIN | 
ol the Seutimemms and Opinions oi gathers. , That blini 
and furious 'Prapſport of Min 
mary Conebiritant ot all Bieten that we common 
* Iy term Zeal, is of no manner of Uſe or Ig vice ap 1 
& this Occaſioh,viertlier for 8 the other, of 
Lexcellent Purpoſes; but on the contrary br the gark 
and hot Manâgements, (that are almoſt its perpetua 

end inſeperabis zattendants) ve ejudicial in * 
manner of ſerious Enquiries, 4 pecialy thoſe 
* Religious Controverſies. But it may be hop d. that 

an increaſe of Teas may producs af increaſe of his 

nende, and that be attended with än b 

wa Senſe of hisg'ownfDefects;; mean Time, he 

D no. Credit by it, il he uſed a little more 


Modeſty, and! talkeſ in a lower: Strain, and Leu 


idious Le- ler 2505 Ck: 
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leave others to judge @ lizcle of the convincing! E 
: dence, and demonſtrative Evidence of his Arguments 


Inſtead of extolling it ſo much himſelf : It leoks as 4 
a Man Thought, vt what convinces and ſatisfies him, 
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